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Executive Summary

GridLink Interconnector Ltd is developing the GridLink Interconnector project (GridLink). The project is
a new 1,400MW high voltage direct current (HVDC) electricity cable that will provide a link for
transmission of electricity between the national grids of the UK and France. The cable connects the
National Grid 400 kV sub-station at Kingsnorth in Kent, UK to the RTE 400 kV sub-station at Warande
near Dunkerque in Nord Region, France. The cable route passes through the Medway Estuary and
Thames Estuary, before turning south-east to cross the southern North Sea to the French coast.

The plans include a new converter station being developed at the former Kingsnorth coal-fired power
station site and an underground cable between the proposed converter station to the existing
Kingsnorth sub-station owned by National Grid.

GridLink will be submitting an outline planning application under the Town and Country Planning Act
1990 to Medway Council for the onshore development of the project in the UK. Additionally, GridLink
will be submitting an application for a Marine Licence under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009
to the Marine Management Organisation (MMO) for the offshore elements of the project.

As part of the pre-application consultation, GridLink planned a series of public exhibitions and a public
meeting. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, GridLink revised its consultation plans to comply
with Government guidelines on the congregation of people at public venues. Instead, a virtual
consultation programme has been carried out comprising a virtual exhibition, live chat session and
online public meeting, along with two physical information points. The virtual consultation programme
was approved by Medway Council and the MMO.

As part of the extensive community engagement programme supporting the scheme, local residents
and other stakeholders were given the opportunity to give their feedback on the proposals at all
stages of the public consultation via a number of different channels. A freephone information line,
website and project email address were made available throughout the course of the pre-application
stage for interested parties to receive further information, register for the online public meeting and
provide their feedback.

The project website has been in existence since November 2017. Within the website a virtual
exhibition was hosted from Monday 31 August until Friday 11 September 2020 to provide the local
community with the opportunity to find out more about the proposals, register for the online public
meeting and to submit their feedback. A feedback form was made available for visitors to complete
online. The virtual exhibition will continue to remain on the website throughout the development
consent procedures. The website also provides a second mechanism for contacting GridLink via a
Contact Us form.

A live chat session was held as part of the virtual exhibition on Friday 4 September and an online
public meeting was held virtually via the GoToMeeting platform on Friday 11 September.

To ensure as many local people as possible could hear about the public consultations, a flyer was
posted to residents in the Hoo St Werburgh Parish Council area, inviting them to view the virtual
exhibition, attend the live chat session and/or the online public meeting, and to provide feedback.

Media advertisements, a press release and a Facebook page were used to publicise the consultation
events and options to communicate with GridLink. The flyer was delivered to 4,809 addresses and the
Facebook page via a boosted advertisement reached 8,378 people within the ME3 postcode area.



GridLink has carefully reviewed all the feedback received to date and, where possible, has evolved
the proposals to address the comments raised by the local community and stakeholders. The main
comments raised by the local community have been addressed within this document and the
applications for planning permission and Marine Licence.

GridLink is committed to engaging with the local community and, following the submission of the
applications, will ensure that interested parties and key stakeholders remain informed and updated
regarding the proposals.

This document provides a chronological account of the pre-application consultation undertaken and a
review of the feedback received.



1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4
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1.6

Introduction

GridLink is developing plans for the GridLink interconnector; a submarine high voltage direct
current electricity cable to connect the National Grid 400kV sub-station at Kingsnorth, Kent,
UK to the RTE 400 kV sub-station at Warande, Dunkerque, France.

The GridLink interconnector would enable a two-way flow of electricity between the UK and
France, so that any surpluses in power generation can be exported and unexpected
breakdowns in the national grids can be compensated for to ensure security of supply.

GridLink Interconnector Ltd is responsible for the development, proposed construction and
operation of the GridLink interconnector project (GridLink).

GridLink is wholly owned by iCON Infrastructure Partners Ill; a long term and well respected
investor in energy, utilities and transportation infrastructure companies.

This document provides a chronological account of the consultation activity that has been
undertaken during the pre-application stages of the applications for planning permission and a
Marine Licence and the activity that GridLink proposes to undertake post-submission.

In order to assist with the community consultation and communication, GridLink appointed
Built Environment Communications Group (BECG), a specialist communications consultancy,
to organise and manage the public consultations.



2. Background

2.1.1 GridLink is a new 1,400MW high voltage direct current (HVDC) electricity cable that will
provide a link for transmission of electricity between the national grids of the UK and France.
The cable connects the National Grid 400 kV sub-station at Kingsnorth in Kent, UK to the
RTE 400 kV sub-station at Warande near Dunkerque in Nord Region, France. The subsea
cable route passes through the Medway Estuary and Thames Estuary, before turning south-
east to cross the southern North Sea to the French coast.

221 The UK offshore el ements of GridLinkés pineoposal s,
High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) cable.
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Chart depicting the proposed GridLink submarine HVDC cable route

23.1 TheUKonshoreel ements of GridLinkds proposals, as depi

1 Landfall location, situated at the former coal-fired power station site in Kingsnorth,
where the submarine HVDC cable crosses the shoreline to directly connect with a
new converter station;

1 New converter station to convert electricity from Direct Current (DC) to Alternating
Current (AC);

1 Underground high voltage alternating current (HVAC) cable running from the
converter station to an existing spare bay at the National Grid sub-station in
Kingsnorth.

2.3.2 No extension is required to the substation, nor any new overhead lines.



Google Earth

A satellite image depicting the proposed GridLink converter station and the existing National Grid
sub-station in Kingsnorth

2.4.1 The GridLink converter station is proposed to be located on land at the former coal-fired
power station site in Kingsnorth, Kent. The onshore UK HVAC cable route is planned to be
developed between the proposed GridLink converter station site into a spare bay at the
existing National Grid sub-station in Kingsnorth, Kent.

2.4.2 A converter station converts electricity between AC, which we use in our homes, and DC
which is used for transporting the electricity between the UK and France. We need to
transport the electricity as DC because it is more efficient over very long distances.

2.4.3 Atypical converter station includes a range of specialist equipment, some of which must be
located indoors in a series of buildings, up to 25m tall. A typical converter station includes a
control room, transformers, equipment similar to a typical substation, and technology to
convert between DC and AC electricity.



A site plan depicting the proposed GridLink converter station and the underground HVAC cable route
to the existing National Grid sub-station in Kingsnorth



3 Pre-application Consultation

3.1.1 Gridtinkhas complied with the Governmentds National P
whi ch st adrlyeesgademeantthasfsignificant potential to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of the planning application system for all parties.0

3.1.2 The NPPF also highlightsthat i g 0 o d g u-application discusston enables better
coordination between public and private resources and improved outcomes for the
community. o

3.1.3 Medway Council updated its Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) in August 2020. The
pertinent section of the SCI regarding pre-application consultation is highlighted below:

Working with developers

1  Where developers are proposing major or sensitive developments, the Council expects pre-
application consultation and ongoing engagement. This should be carried out by developers
or their agents to the standards set out in this SCI.

1 The NPPF highlights the link between well-designed places and effective engagement. It
states: 06Good design is a key aspect of su
which to live and work and helps make development acceptable to communities. Being clear
about design expectations, and how these will be tested, is essential for achieving this. So
too is effective engagement between applicants, communities, local planning authorities and
ot her interests throughout the process?ao.

1 Applicants of major developments are expected to submit a separate Statement of
Community Involvement to explain how they have built engagement into the development
proposal process.

T The NPPF states: OApplicants should work c
evolve designs that take account of the views of the community. Applications that can
demonstrate early, proactive and effective engagement with the community should be looked
on more favourably than those that cannot 6

1 The Council encourages developers to present significant development proposals to
councillors at early stages in the planning process, before submitting an application. These
presentations are useful in advising members about the proposals and raising key issues.
The Council also encourages the use of models and materials to help communicate the
scope and impact of developments.

Encouraging early involvement with neighbours in small-scale proposals

1 The Council encourages applicants to talk to their neighbours informally before finalising their
plans and submitting their application.

1 There are added benefits to both local people and applicants in involving neighbours at an
early stage. For applicants, it can inform them of issues that they can address prior to a
planning application being submitted saving time and avoiding conflict. For neighbours, it
allows them to have an input before proposals reach an advanced stage.

314 Government guidance and Medwa-ppplCaionniscussiinsansdCl enco

community involvement. As a result, the public consultation programme had a number of key

objectives, including:

1 To encourage as much input as possible from the local community, including residents,
interest groups, councillors and businesses;

10



1 To provide the community with a genuine opportunity to provide feedback on the plans;
1 To allow people to become actively involved in the process;
1 To identify and address any issues raised by the local community and stakeholders.

3.1.5 Therefore, GridLink has undertaken a detailed programme of community consultation.

3.2.1 GridLink prepared a Statement of Virtual Consultation to define the plans for the virtual
consultation events.

3.2.2 A copy of the Statement of Virtual Consultation can be found in Appendix 1.

3.2.3 GridLink has engaged with Me d wa y C daunmalcpiedafplécation process and obtained the
council s approval for GridLinkds virtual consult a

3.2.4 Medway Council commented as below on the Statement of Virtual Consultation:

I think in view of the difficult circumstance that we are all working under due to Covid19, |
think the approach you have put forward would enable you to publicise the application and
potentially facilitate opportunity for wider members of the public to participate and
comment on your scheme.

| have no adverse comments to make.

Please note that the result of your virtual consultation would need to be converted to a
presentable document as part of your application.

3.2.5 GridLink also sought the views of the MMO on the proposed change to a virtual consultation.
MMO commented as below:

| can confirm that we have reviewed the proposals and are content with your plan to
change the public consultation to a virtual/online consultation.

3.3.1 GridLink felt it was important to discuss the proposals for the project with elected
representatives of local communities in advance of the wider public consultation.

3.3.2 The GridLink project falls within the context of ongoing public consultations by Uniper with
Medway Council and Hoo St Werbergh Parish Council for the overall redevelopment of the
former Kingsnorth power station site into the MedwayOne commercial park. As GridLink has
the potential to be one of the first occupants of one of the plots within the wider Uniper
masterplan, it was important to update members on the GridLink (only) planning and its place
within the overall redevelopment of the area.

3.3.3 Therefore, GridLinkpartici pated in two presentations for counc
Medway Council on 26 February 2019 and 28 October 2019. The presentations included the
following:
9 GridLink project summary
1 UK planned and existing electricity interconnectors
1 European Commission and Brexit
9 GridLink project design
1 Project geography
9 Connection to national grids in the UK and France

11



3.34

3.3.5

3.3.6

3.3.7

34.1

3.4.2

3.4.3

3.4.4

Cable route and converter station sites

New change to converter station site at Kingsnorth
Updated cable route in Medway Estuary

Crossing the Medway Estuary and Marshes SPA/MCZ/SSI
Converter station site

Grid connection

UK development consents and permits

Timetable for planning application and other consents
Public consultations

= =& —4a & & _a _a _9a -2

GridLink also contacted Hoo St Werbergh Parish Council and provided information about the
project and planned public consultations, although COVID-19 has prevented a presentation to
the parish councillors. However, GridLink gave a presentation (via ZOOM) to Hoo St
Werburgh and Chattenden Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group on 26 August 2020.

The presentation provided an overview of the project, the need for interconnectors, the
upcoming consultation and the project timescales

Members of the group raised a number of issues/topics:

Impact of noise from piling (experience had shown it can be heard in Hoo)
Disturbance to birds

Consultations with Natural England, RSPB and Kent Wildlife Trust

Benefits to renewable energy

Ways to communicate the public consultation to residents in Hoo

Wall lizards found adjacent to the Uniper site

Scale of construction works i majority of work would involve the construction of the
converter station as opposed to a small amount of work to connect into the spare bay
at the sub-station

E N N

The meetings provided the local community representatives with an opportunity to discuss the
proposals with members of the project team and ask any questions they had with regards to
the project.

A dedicated project website was set up with information available to view by the public from
November 2017.

The website is hosted at https://gridlinkinterconnector.com/. During the pre-application stage a
button was added to the homepage to directly access the UK virtual exhibition.

The website address was printed on all collateral produced as part of the public consultation
process.

The following information is displayed on the GridLink website:

Background to GridLink;

Project information;

The design of the converter stations;

The design of the offshore/onshore cables;
Non-Technical Summary;

Environmental considerations;

Details of public consultation in the UK and France;

=A =4 =4 4 -4 A -4
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https://gridlinkinterconnector.com/

3.4.5

3.4.6

3.5.1

3.5.2

3.5.3

3.54

Project timescales;
News about the project;
Benefits;

UK virtual exhibition;
Contact details

= =4 =4 -4 =4

During August, the website was visited 593 times.

A screenshot of the website homepage with the virtual exhibition button can be found
in Appendix 2.

GridLink held a virtual public exhibition open to the public to view from Friday 28 August
which could be accessed via the GridLink website using this link 1
https://gridlinkinterconnector.com/

The exhibition displayed the following information:

Welcome;

Project overview;

Introducing electricity interconnectors;

Benefits of the GridLink interconnector;

The construction of the GridLink Interconnector in the UK

The submarine cable

The converter station;

Environmental impacts;

10 ways that GridLink is minimising its environmental impacts;
Next steps;

Cable route chart

Cable route

A feedback form for members of the public to provide their views;
A public meeting registration form.

=4 =4 =8 4 -8 -8 —a 8 -8 8 -8 -8 - -4

From Friday 28 August to Friday 11 September, the number of unique visitors to the virtual
exhibition during this time was 198. Visitors were able to view all the material available on the
virtual exhibition at any time. The exhibition boards where people viewed the information most
frequently were:

1 The construction of the GridLink Interconnector in the UK;

1 The submarine cable;

1 Benefits of the GridLink Interconnector;

1 The converter station.

The tables below show the number of page views per exhibition board and the percentage of
these views.

13
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Number of page views of Virtual Exhibition

The Construction of GridLink in the L |
The Submarine Cablc  — — ——————
Benefits of the GridLink [NnterCOnNe Ct O s —
The Converter Station
NeXt Steps
10 Ways that GridLink is Minimising Environmental Impa e ——
Environmental Impacts m————

Cable route ———
Cable route chart — ——————
Welcome m——
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Feedback m————
Project Overview m—————

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Percentage of page views of Virtual Exhibition

The Construction of GridLink in the L |
The Submarine C aulo | €
Benefits of the Grid Link [nterConne Ct o s —
The Converter Station
INEXT St .S 1 —
10 Ways that GridLink is Minimising Environmental [mpa et ——
Environmental Impacts m————

Cable route
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Welcome m—
Introducing Electricity Interconnector S — ——
Feedback m——————
Project Overview —————

0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12%

3.5.5 A screenshot of the virtual exhibition homepage can be found in Appendix 3.

3.5.6 A copy of the virtual exhibition boards can be found in Appendix 4.

3.5.7 Visitors were able to provide feedback from Friday 28 August to Friday 11 September via on
online feedback form in the virtual exhibition. The virtual exhibition and feedback form will
remain available to view until the completion of the development consent procedures.

3.5.8 Visitors could also request a hard copy feedback form enclosed with a freepost envelope to
be sent to them. The feedback form enabled residents to indicate whether they were/were not
supportive of GridLinkés proposals and provide fe

3.5.9 Screenshots of the virtual exhibition feedback form can be found in Appendix 5.

3.5.10 A copy of the paper feedback form can be found in Appendix 6.
14



3.5.11

3.5.12

3.6.1

3.6.2

3.6.3

3.6.4

3.6.5

3.6.6

3.6.7

3.6.8

3.6.9

3.6.10

3.6.11

On Friday 4 September GridLink provided an online chat function which was active from
4.30pm until 8.30pm. This allowed members of the public to talk to the project team, ask any
guestions and provide any feedback they had regarding the proposal.

Despite nine visitors to the website during this session, none of the visitors took the
opportunity to ask questions of the project team.

GridLink held an online public meeting on Friday 11 September from 6.30pm to 8.30pm.

The online public meeting was facilitated by the GoToMeeting platform, allowing members of
the public the chance to attend the meeting online via an email link or a dial-in phone number.

Members of the public could register for the online public meeting through an online
registration form which could be accessed on the virtual exhibition homepage. 36 people
clicked on the registration form during this period.

The GridLink project team provided information about the plans and were available for
members of the public to speak to. The project team was represented by the following
personnel:

David Barber  GridLink
Jamie Gordon BECG

Anna Farley Intertek
Jane McEwen AECOM

= =4 =4 =4

Mr Gordon introduced the webinar and outlined the key headlines of the project and explained
how attendees could engage during the webinar and submit questions to the project team.

Mr Barber presented a detailed summary of the project, with key details and an aerial fly-over
video of the converter station site and underground HVAC cable route.

Ms McEwen outlined the onshore elements of the scheme and the planning process,
explaining the associated planning considerations and implications.

Ms Farley explained the offshore elements of the scheme and the marine licencing process,
and the proposed mitigation measures.

The online public meeting then moved into a question and answer session.
3 persons registered to attend the public meeting and one member of the public joined the
event. The questions raised during the public meeting are summarised in Section 5

Responses to Comments.

A screenshot of the public meeting registration form available at the virtual exhibition
can be found in Appendix 7.
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3.7.1

3.7.2

3.7.3

3.74

3.7.5

3.7.6

3.7.7

3.7.8

3.7.9

3.7.10

3.7.11

3.7.12

3.7.13

GridLink displayed its plans at two information points with literature about the proposal that
could be taken away.

The two information points located were at:

T Dockside OQOutlet Centre, Maritime Way, St
1 Riverside Country Park Café, 333 Lower Rainham Road, Gillingham, ME7 2XH

The two information points were set up and available to view from Friday 28 August until
Friday 11 September.

At each information point, a GridLink pull-up banner was installed. The pull-up banner
contained the following information:

An overview of the GridLink project;

Virtual exhibition dates;

Live chat session details;

Online public meeting details including how to register;
Information point details;

Contact information including website, Freephone and email.

=A =4 =4 -4 -4 -4

A copy of the pull-up banner can be found in Appendix 8.

At each information point the following were displayed on a leaflet stand and available to take
away:

Consultation flyer;

Information leaflet;

Non-Technical Summary;

Hard copies of the virtual exhibition material

=a =4 =4 =4

The information points leaflet dispensers were restocked on Friday 4 September.

A photograph of the Dockside Outlet Centre information point can be found in
Appendix 9.

A photograph of the Riverside Country Park Café information point can be found in
Appendix 10.

A copy of the consultation flyer can be found in Appendix 11.

A copy of the information leaflet can be found in Appendix 12.

The Non-Technical Summary can be viewed using this link to the GridLink website T
https://gridlinkinterconnector.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/GridLink_non-
technical_summary rev4 18 08 2020 EN.pdf.

A screenshot of the Non-Technical Summary front cover can be found in Appendix 13.

16
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https://gridlinkinterconnector.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/GridLink_non-technical_summary_rev4_18_08_2020_EN.pdf
https://gridlinkinterconnector.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/GridLink_non-technical_summary_rev4_18_08_2020_EN.pdf

3.7.14 Over the two week period, visitors took the following number of items from the two information

points:
1 Consultation flyer 64 copies
1 Information leaflet 57 copies
1 Non-Technical Summary 5 copies
1 Exhibition board material 5 copies

3.8.1 Aninformationleafl et was produced to provide a summary of

3.8.2 The information leaflet contained the following information:

GridLink Interconnector Project

Key facts

Alternatives

The converter stations;

The cable;

Environmental impacts and mitigation measures;
Project of Common Interest;

Stakeholder engagement;

Preliminary timeline;

Contact details.

=4 =4 -4 -8 & 8 8 a8 9 -9

3.8.3 The project leaflet was available to take away at the information points and was also available
to download via the project website at https://gridlinkinterconnector.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/08/Project-Leaflet.pdf

3.8.4 A copy of the information leaflet can be found in Appendix 12.

3.9.1 Aconsultatonf | yer was produced to pronootinform@tion dLi nkds p
about the following was provided:

Virtual exhibition;

Live chat session;

Online public meeting;

Contact information including website, Freephone and email.

=A =4 A =

3.9.2 The consultation flyer was available to take away at the information points.

3.9.3 The consultation flyer was posted to 4,809 addresses within the Hoo St Werburgh Parish
Council area on Wednesday 2 September.

17
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3.9.4

3.10.1

3.10.2

3.10.3

3.10.4

3.10.5

3.10.6

1

Flyer distribution area in Hoo St Werburgh (shaded orange)

A copy of the consultation flyer can be found in Appendix 11.

To publicise the virtual exhibition, live chat and online public meeting, advertisements were
placed in the Medway Messenger and Kent and Sussex Courier during the week commencing
Monday 24 August. The advertisements ran for one week in the Medway Messenger and for
two consecutive weeks in the Kent and Sussex Courier.

The newspaper advert contained the following information:
1 An overview of the GridLink project;
Virtual exhibition dates;
Live chat session details;
Online public meeting details, including how to register;
Information point details;
Contact information including website, Freephone and email.

=A =4 =4 4 =

A copy of the Medway Messenger newspaper advert can be found in Appendix 14.
A copy of the Kent & Sussex Courier newspaper adverts can be found in Appendix 15.

A press release was also issued to the Medway Messenger, Kent and Sussex Courier, Kent
online/Medway, Kent Live, KMFM Radio and Radio Sunlight. The press release contained the
following information:

An overview of the GridLink project;

Virtual exhibition dates;

Live chat session details;

Online public meeting details, including how to register;
Information point details;

Contact information including website, Freephone and email.

=A =4 =4 4 -4 A

A copy of the press release can be found in Appendix 16.
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3.10.7 Kent Online published the following article on Friday 28 August 2020: Plans for underwater
electricity cable between UK and France to be submitted to Medway Council

3.10.8 A screenshot of the Kent Online article can be found in Appendix 17.

3109 I nformation about the plans was posted aial Kent On
media pages. Screenshots of the pages are provided below.

KentOnline News @
5d-Q
Just when you thought we were breaking ties with Europe...

KentOnline & v
KM&  @kent_Online

Massive electricity cable linking #Medway and #France
would provide power for homes on both sides of the
Channel buff.ly/31CGRLA

™ AR & AN |
KENTONLINE.CO.UK i % !"l\ A
Plans for massive electricity cable to link Kent and France - —
A massive underwater electricity cable connecting the national grids of the UK a...

O2s 7 39 Comments 6 Shares
3:05 PM - Aug 28, 2020 - Buffer
oY Like (I Comment ¢ Share
1 Retweet
% Medway Messenger v

".:; @MedwayMessenger

Plans for massive electricity cable to link Kent and 1‘;-39 Mo Moo

France buff.ly/31CGRLA

That's a lot of power

Plans for massive electricity cable to link Kent and France

2:26 PM - Aug 28, 2020 - Buffer Q.b &

3 Likes

3.11.1 A dedicated Facebook page for the GridLink project and public consultation was set up on
Tuesday 1 September ¢ a | IA@alv eldctricity interconnector from Kingsnorth to Dunkerquea
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3.11.2

3.11.3

3.11.4

3.11.5

3.11.6

3.12.1

3.12.2

3.12.3

3.12.4

3.13.1

3.13.2

3.13.3

The page can be accessed via www.facebook.com/A-new-electricity-interconnector-from-
Kingsnorth-to-Dunkerque-107691957732263

The following information was displayed on the Facebook page and advertisement:

An overview of the GridLink project;

Virtual exhibition dates;

Live chat session details;

Online public meeting details including how to register;
Information point details;

Contact information including website, Freephone and email.

=A =4 =4 4 -4 A

This was promoted via an advertisement and obtained 8,378 impressions up to Friday 11
September.

Facebook events for the live chat session on Friday 4 September and the online public
meeting on Friday 11 September were set up to provide further publicity.

Screenshots of the GridLink Facebook page and advertisement can be found in
Appendix 18.

GridLink provided a poster to Hoo St Werbergh Parish Council to advertise and promote the
public consultation on notice boards for local residents.

The poster contained the following information:

An overview of the GridLink project;

Virtual exhibition dates;

Live chat session details;

Online public meeting details including how to register;
Information point details;

Contact information including website, Freephone and email.

=A =4 =4 4 -8 A

The two notice boards are located on Main Road, Hoo, close to the shopping centre.

A copy of the Hoo St Werburgh Parish Council poster can be found in Appendix 19.

During the consultation, access to a freephone telephone enquiry line was offered to those
who wished to find out more about the proposals, register for the online public meeting or give
their comments, via the telephone.

The telephone number (0808 196 5569) was in operation Monday-Friday between the hours
of 9.00am and 5.30pm. Outside of these hours, a message facility was available for
voicemails to be left and responded to at the earliest opportunity to ensure information was
readily available and queries or concerns addressed.

Information was given to callers where possible and if questions were of a technical nature,
these were passed on to project team members.
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3.13.4 Two members of the public telephoned the freephone line. One requested a hard copy of the
exhibition boards. These were posted out together with a hard copy of the feedback form and
a postage-paid reply envelope. The second caller rang to register for the online public
meeting.
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4 Feedback Forms

4.1.1 There was one feedback form completed during the virtual exhibition out of a total of 33
people who viewed the form online (out of 198 visitors to the exhibition). There were no email
enquiries, responses by post and the two telephone calls asked for information and
registration for the online public meeting as detailed in 3.13.4 above.

4.1.2 The tables below provide an analysis of the response received to the specific questions asked
on the online feedback form. The respondent, a resident from Chattenden, who completed the
form did not add any additional comments.

Total no. of :

S t No V (0]
T uppor o View ppose
1 1 0 0

Q1. Have you found the information presented at the public consultation helpful in addressing
concerns or questions you may have had?

Total no. of responses Yes
1

Q2. Do you have any additional comments with regard to the public consultation or future
engagement?

Total no. of :
responses
1 0 1 g

Q3. What are your views on the need for electricity interconnectors to improve the links
between different countries?

Total no. of :
responses
1 1 0 g

Q4. What are your views on the location of the converter station and underground cables at
Kingsnorth?

Total no. of .

Support No view Do not support
responses
1 1 0 0

Q5. What are your views on the proposed approach to mitigating environmental impacts?
Total no. of .

responses

1 1 0 0
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Q6. What are your views on the submarine cable route in the Medway Estuary and Thames
Estuary?

Total no. of :
responses
1 1 0 g

Q7. What are your views on the shore crossing of the submarine cable at Kingsnorth?

Total no. of :
responses
1 1 0 g

Q8. What are your views on the proposed approach to mitigating environmental impacts?

Total no. of :
responses
1 1 0 g

Q9. Do you have any environmental concerns related to the GridLink interconnector project?

No comments provided

Q10. Do you have any other comments related to the GridLink interconnector project?

No comments provided
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5 Online Public Meeting

51

5.2

5.3

54

55

5.6

5.7

5.8

5.9

5.10

511

5.12

5.13

The questions asked and comments made during the online public meeting are summarised

below, together with the answers given by GridLink.

What steps have you taken to ensure that people are consulted effectively during the
COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown?

Through our experience of delivering community engagement for projects like this, we have

actually seen an increased response from previous projects [for participation in online public

meetings compared to face-to-face public meetings]. This is perhaps due to people having
more time and greater accessibility due to working from home and having enhanced digital
engagement methods.

We are committed to engaging with the community about the plans for the GridLink
Interconnector.

We have promoted ways to engage with us through the press, social media and delivered
flyers to 4,800 addresses in the Hoo St. Werbergh Parish area. We provided two local

information points in public spaces with high footfall, such as parks, which made information

publicly available. We have also held briefing meetings with representatives from Medway
Council and the Neighbourhood Steering Group.

We understand that these methods are unusual but given the unprecedented circumstances,

we have sought to make our consultation as accessible as possible.

Do you see there being any environmental effects from this project that are not
covered by your environmental report?

As part of putting together a planning application for this development, we are required to

assess any effects that this development would have during construction. Our assessments
have concluded that there are no significant environmental effects and that any effects will be

properly mitigated.

Our report assumes the &6worst cased rscenari

environmental effects arising from this scheme. In fact, any environmental impact may be
smaller than mentioned in the report.

Will your consultation process be ongoing throughout the length of the scheme?

We are holding consultation events like this public meeting voluntarily; whilst we are not
required to as part of the planning process, we are committed to engaging with the local

community and those likely to be impacted by the scheme. Our engagement will be ongoing

throughout the development of this scheme.

How do you engage with Medway Council?

We have been assigned a dedicated case officer within Medway Council and our discussions

with Medway Council officers have been ongoing for a number of years now.
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5.14

5.15

5.16

5.17

5.18

5.19

5.20

521

5.22

5.23

5.24

5.25

5.26

5.27

5.28

5.29

What is your experience on delivering projects of this scale?

We have brought together a project team that has a lot of experience within this field and has
a strong track record of delivering projects of this nature, from handling the consultation
process, navigating the planning process, to managing the construction of the scheme.

Intertek is a marine consultant and has worked on many scheme s si mi |l ar t o GridLin
scheme. Like the rest of the team, the company went through a bidding process to be chosen
to be part of project.

Intertek always learn lessons from every project it works on and builds on their experience.
For instance, they have worked before on projects affecting the Thames Estuary and this
stood them in good stead to engage effectively with the marine community for the GridLink
project.

This project will extend over to France. Have there been efforts to engage with those in
the French fishing industry that may be impacted by the scheme?

Yes, there have been efforts to ensure that anyone likely to be affected by the scheme has a
chance to engage with us about the scheme. We have a dedicated fisheries liaison officer in
the UK and we are making efforts to have similar engagements in France.

We will be holding similar consultation events in France, such as a virtual public meeting.
Will this scheme only be used by the UK?

The interconnector can only transport energy i we cannot transmit our own power under EU
law. Therefore, anyone can rent the capacity of the interconnector, whether that be from the
UK to France, or France to the UK. There are therefore benefits for both countries.

This provides further benefits, for example, if there is surplus energy from the UK, the
interconnector can be used to provide energy to France and vice versa, thereby maximising
the use of renewable energy.

Will the scheme be affected by Brexit?
From an engineering and commercial perspective, no.

Economically, there have already been assessments into the financial implications of Brexit
on this project, such as the exchange rate for the pound to the euro or trading under WTO
rules. There have also been assessments into the expected usage from France and the other
European countries, to ensure that there is demand for the interconnector. The assessments
conclude that the benefits of the project are not affected by Brexit.

Politically, there are many benefits from this scheme for both the UK and the EU economically
and i through providing renewable energy i environmentally.

Has your consultation feedback been affected by being virtual, rather thaneénspn?

The consultation process for the GridLink Interconnector includes both virtual methods such
as a virtual exhibition, public meetings and online feedback forms, and physical methods such
as arranging for copies of exhibition boards to be posted and offering physical feedback forms
with freepost envelopes.
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5.30 Offering both virtual and physical engagement nath help to ensure the local community and
stakeholders can readily access information and engage with the consultation process for this
scheme, desipe the ongoingCOVID-19 restrictions.
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6 Post-Application Consultation

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.2.1

6.2.2

6.3.1

6.3.2

GridLink will ensure that information continually flows through existing channels to interested
parties, particularly using the website https://gridlinkinterconnector.com/ as a mechanism to
provide updated information as the project progresses.

GridLink will also respond positively to any requests for meetings or teleconferences with
stakeholders to continue and enhance the communications to date.

The materials available on the website, https:/gridlinkinterconnector.com/ will be updated at
key milestones and whenever there is a significant change to the GridLink project.

The virtual exhibition will remain in place until completion of the development consent
procedures, expected in early 2021.

GridLink will update all persons who register an interest in being kept informed via the website
or acknowledged that they wish to be updated on the feedback forms.

GridLink will also issue press releases through local printed media, radio and social media
when significant milestones are achieved or events occur.
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7 Conclusion

7.1

7.2

7.3

This Statement of Community Involvement summarises the extensive engagement activities,
consultation and feedback received during the pre-application period. Through these
activities, the applicant has demonstrated its commitment to conduct an early and proactive
programme of community involvement.

The GridLink website, 0808 phone number and email address will remain active throughout
the development phase, providing the opportunity for ongoing stakeholder engagement and
communications from interested parties.

The applicant will continue to engage proactively and positively with stakeholders and the

public to inform them about the progress of the project to seek further feedback from the
community.
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Appendix 11 Statement of Virtual Consultation

GridLink Interconnector
Statement of Virtual Consultation

1. Introduction

GridLink will shortly be submitting an outline planning application to Medway Council for its proposed
interconnector project. The GridLink Interconnector Project is a 1,400MW high voltage electricity
cable that will provide a link for transmission of electricity between the national grids of the UK and
France.

The cable connects the National Grid 400 kV sub-station at Kingsnorth in Kent, UK to the RTE 400 kV
sub-station at Warande near Dunkerque in Nord Region, France.

The cable route passes through the Medway Estuary and Thames Estuary, before turning south-east
to cross the southern North Sea to the French coast.

2. COVID-19

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic it has become necessary to change the original plans to hold a series
of public exhibitions and a public meeting at venues in the local area. Our intention was to host public
exhibitions (subject to availability) during mid-September at:

1 Hoo Village Hall
1 Dockside Shopping Centre
1 Riverside Park Café

Additionally, our plans included a public meeting to be held in the evening at Hoo Village Hall or other
local venue. However, at this stage we have been unable to secure a venue for the public exhibitions
and public meeting. Many local venues are either completely closed or are only operating on minimal
opening hours, with restrictions in place for entry. Sample venues contacted include:

Hoo Sports Centre Reopens on 15 August but limited to restricted gym/sports
classes

Hoo Institute Reopens on 17 August but no guests allowed

Hoo Library Currently opening on very limited opening hours

Hoo St Werbergh Church Only open for religious services at the moment

Hoo Village Hall Not available on September weekdays but possibly at
weekends with restrictions

Riverside Park Café The café is open, but only for takeaways served at the
hatchery. However, they can accommodate an information
point

Dockside Shopping Centre Could potentially be offered an empty unit, but there are too
many restrictions in place on number of visitors at any one
time. However, they can accommodate an information point

As it is unclear how long the restrictions will be in place for public facing meetings, we are now
proposing to host virtual public exhibitions and an online public meeting. Such a virtual process has
been endorsed as best practice by the National Infrastructure Planning Association.*
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3. Virtual Exhibition

Virtual exhibitions have been used very successfully in recent times to inform local communities about
developments in their area and to provide opportunities for local residents and stakeholders to record
their views and feedback about development proposals.

It is intended that a virtual exhibition is set up on the project website, clearly showing people where
they can provide feedback on our plans. The virtual exhibition will display exactly the same material
that would have been used as part of a traditional public exhibition, with the option to join a live chat
session with members of the project team during one of the days. The virtual exhibition will be highly
visible from the website home page and an extra tab will be added to the website during the
consultation period. Once inside the virtual exhibition, visitors will be guided to the information boards
and the online feedback form. The schedule for the public exhibition is:

1 Live exhibition with feedback mechanism running from Monday 315t August until Friday 11™
September. Available online through the project website

f Live chat session with members of the project team on Friday 4™ September from 16.30 to
20.30

For interested parties without access to the internet, copies of the exhibition boards and the feedback
form (together with a postage-paid envelope) will be provided on request.

4. Online Public Meeting

GridLink will host an online public meeting on Friday 11" September 2020 from 18.30 to 20.30. The
meeting will be set via the online platform GoToMeeting (This facility can accommodate up to 250
people in a live session). Additionally, a telephone number will be provided to enable those without
access to the internet the opportunity to dial in and join the meeting.

Presentations will be made by members of the project team and there will be a live question and
answer session. Attendees will be asked to provide any interim questions they have prior to the
meeting so that we can tailor the presentations.

5. Registering for the public meeting

Interested parties will be requested to register their interest in attending the online public meeting. The
form will ask attendees to provide an email address so that the link can be sent to them in advance of
the meeting. In addition to the link, dial in numbers and access codes will be issued for those without
access to the internet. The form will also provide an opportunity to ask questions in advance.

People will be able to register via a number of means:
1 Highly visible registration form available through the website
1 Emalil
1 0800 freephone number

6. Information Points

GridLink has managed to secure two venues for displaying information about the project and how
residents can find out more. Literature such as the project leaflet, Non-Technical Summary and a flyer
about the consultation programme will be available in the lead up to the public meeting date. The
information points will be displayed at:

1 Dockside Shopping Outlet
1 Riverside Park Café

7. Consultation Flyer
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A consultation flyer will provide all the necessary dates and contact details for the online consultation
and will be displayed at the information points. This will include:

= =4 =4 4 A

8.

Website for virtual exhibition and the dates available

Details of the #fAlive chato session

Online public meeting 1 date and time

How to register for the public meeting

Freephone 0800 number for people without access to the internet to request further
information, attend the public meeting or to order a hard copy of the public exhibition material,
including the online questionnaire

Dedicated email address

Publicising the events

The virtual public exhibition and public meeting, in addition to the information points, will be publicised
across a number of channels including:

il

=

Advertisements in the local print and online newspapers
o0 Medway Messenger
0 Kent and Sussex Courier (part of Kent Live)

Social media (Facebook and Twitter see table below)

Posters for Hoo Parish Council noticeboards

Press releases to local broadcast and printed media
o Medway Messenger

Kent Online

Kent Live

KMFM Radio

Radio Sunlight

O O O O

The below table shows identified social media accounts that will be approached to provide publicity of
the virtual consultation.

Hoo St Werbergh Local Parish |[Facebook:

Parish Council Council

Medway Messenger Media Facebook:
Twitter:

Kent Online/ Media Facebook:

Medway Twitter:

Kent Live (includes |Media Facebook:

the Kent and Twitter:

Sussex Courier)

KMFM Radio Media Facebook:
Twitter:

Radio Sunlight Media Facebook:
Twitter:
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8. Contact methods
Interested parties will be able to contact members of the project team through a variety of means:

1 Dedicated 0808 number, which will be live throughout the consultation period
1 Project email address
1 Contact us form via the website

The 0808 number will be available Monday to Friday from 09.00 to 17.30. Outside of these hours a
messaging service will be provided with instant relaying of recorded messages to members of the
project team.

The Freephone information line will remain live throughout the consultation process, providing those
without access to the internet an opportunity to request paper copies of the consultation materials
hosted at the virtual exhibition, raise queries with the project team and to join the public meeting via
the telephone.
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Appendix 217 Website Homepage

TENDERS

CONTACTUS

UT US PROJECT INFORMATION + PUBLIC CONSULTATION v TIMELINE LATEST NEWS

PORT OF DUNKERQUE

GRIDLINK INTERCONNECTOR IN NUMBERS

2025 compLeTION 153KM ceee

1.4GW mERcONNECTOR

IMPROVING THE SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY IN EUROPE LATEST NEWS >

interconnector between UK and France helping

GridLink interconnector is 2 new 1.4GW high voltage electricity
each country to meet its energy needs for the next 25 years.

PROJECT OF COMMON INTEREST >

Once operational, GridLink will transport sufficient electricity to supply 2.2 million households in France and the
UK.

Introducing GridLink LERESEAU DE TRANSPORT DELECTRICITE >

GridlLink is a significant new infrastructure project that will lay two High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) cables
under the sea to connect Dunkerque in France and Kingsnorth in UK. CONTACT US >

Its total subsea route length will be 137¥m, making it one the shortest interconnectors between UK and Europe.
GridLink is 2 major step forward in addressing UK and France's future energy needs.

GridLink has been selected as 3 Project of Commeon Interest {PCT) by the European Commission. PCls are key
cross border infrastructure projacts that link the energy systems of Eurcpean countries to help achieve ensrgy
policy and ciimate changs objectives. As 3 PCL Gridlink has also been successful in securing 3 development
funding grant of up to €15.1 milficn from the Connecting Eurcpe Facility, 3 European funding initiative
developed to direct investment into strategic infrastructure projects.
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Appendix 31 Virtual Exhibition Homepage

GRIDLINKS> S

INTERCONNECTOR

HOME ABOUT US PROJECT INFORMATION v PUBLIC CONSULTATION v TIMELINE TENDERS LATEST NEWS CONTACT US

GRIDUNK

ot o
NPERCoETon MORCT

GRIDUNK

< Click arrows or drag to move Built by BECG

35



WELCOME

Appendix 41 Virtual Exhibition Boards

GRIDLINKS

INTERCONNECTOR

GRIDLINK INTERCONNECTOR PROJECT
A new 1,400 MW electricity interconnector from Kingsnorth in the UK to Dunkerque in France

Welcome to our virtual exhibition which displays the proposals for the GridLink interconnector project.

At tha end of September, we will apply for planning parmission from Medway Council for a new convearter
station at the former Kingsnorth ccal-firad power station site, as well as an undarground cable batwean
the proposed converter station and the existing Kingsnorth sub-gtation owned by National Grid.

We will also apply for a marine licence from the Marine Managament Crganisation (MMO) for the installation

of a submarine cable in UK watars at the same time.

Before submitting cur applications, GridLink Interconnactor Ltd is seeking the views of the local community
in the Madway area. Thig virtual exhibition provides you with the cpportunity to laarn more abeut cur plans

and give your views on the proposals.

The GridLink Converter Station Site and Submarine Cable Route

PUBLIC CONSULTATION EVENTS
We are consulting with the public in five ways:

1. Contact Us forms on the GridLink website
2. Virtual Exhibition from Monday 31 August
until Friday 11 Saptember
3. Live Chat Saseicn from 16:30 to 20:30
on Friday 4 Saptember

4. Online Public Meating from 18:30 to 20:30
on Friday 11 Saptember

5. Two information peints from Monday 31 August
until Friday 11 September where you can sae
the plans in perscn and take away copies of
varicus documents about the proposals at:

* Dockside Outlet Centre, Maritime Way,
St Mary's Islend, Chatham, ME4 3ED

» Rivaerside Country Park Café, 333 Lower
Rainham Road, Gillingham, ME7 2XH

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

Your feadback is important to us. We will listen to
your comments and, where possible, incorporate
changes into our project to addrass any concarns.

During the virtual exhibition, please get

in touch and let us know what you think
using our online feedback form, Freephone
telephone number or email address.

At any time, you can also use our Contact
Us form available on the GridLink web-site.

L3 Glick hers for the online feadback form
QS 0a0e 196 5560 (Freephons)
B4 info@gridiinkinterconnactor.com

- Co-financed by the Connecting Europe

Facility of the European Union
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

ABOUT US

GridLink Interconnector Lid is responsible for the
devaloprnent, proposad construction and cperation
of the GridLink intercornactor project.

Established in 2016, GridLink Intercornector Ltd is
wholly oemed by ICON Infrastructure Partners I,
L.E iCON is an established, well-raspacted, long
term inwestor in energy, utiliies and transportation
irfrastructure companias.

Furthar information an iCOMN Infrastructure can
ba found at: www.iconinfrastructure.com and
additioral information on GridLink can be found
atwww.gridlinkinterconnactor.com.

GRIDUNK®® Il infrastructure

POWERING THE UK

The GridUnk intarconnector is a new 1.4GW high
valtage electricity interconnector betweason the LK
and Franca, which will help each country to mest
ite enargy nesds for the nest 25 years and bayond.

Tha projact will comprize a submarine cable to
connect the MNational Srid 400 kY sub-station at
Kimgsnorth in Kart, UK o the RTE 400 kY sub-
station at Warande near Dunkargus in Mord Region,
Franca. The cable route passes through the Medway
Eztuary and Thames Estuary, bafore tuming south-
east to cross the southem Morth Sea tothe French
coast, As the mast efficient means of long distanca
transport of alectricity is by using direct curmant (DC),
a convertar station will be constructed &t each end
af the cabla to corvart the alectricity to altamating
cumant (AC) ready to ba fed into the national grids

in tha UK and France.

nationakgrid

Schematic of the GrioiLink infercannecior Project

GRIDLINKSS

INTERCOMNRKECTODR

GRIDLINK AS A PROJECT OF
COMMON INTEREST (PCI)

The European Commission awarded GrdUnk the
status of Project of Common Interast (PCI) in 2047 .
This recognisas the project's kay contribution to
realising Eurcpe-wide goals relatad to enargy
policy and climate change.

PCls are key infrastructure projects, especialy
crose-border projacts, that ink the anargy eystems
of Eurcpean countries. Thay halp the Euncpsan
Commission to achieva ite energy policy and climate
change objsctivas for:

+ Affordable, sacurs and sustainable enangy;

* The long-tammn decarbonisation of the
Europaan aconamy in accordancs with
the Paris Agreament.

The interconnector will enakla the UK and Francs
to share alactricity, 2o that any surplusas in powar
generaticn can be exported to each other and
unexpacted breakdowns in the natioral grids can
ba compensated to ansure sacunity of supply. This

iz particularly important as the amourt of renewetlea
anargy incraases, bacause it iz more vanabla

and unpradictable due to weather conditions. To
encourage renawabls energy, Gridlink can halp
companzata for percds of low production and
pravide a means to fully utilise Righ production from
renewable sourcas of electricity. The efficiant use of
ranewabla enargy and securty of supply maans that
bath the UK and Franca will realise environmental
and economic benefits from the interconnactar.

Onoa oparationa, GridLink will trangport. sufficient
electricity to supply 2.2 million housaholds in the
LK or France.
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INTRODUCING ELECTRICITY
INTERCONNECTORS

WHAT ARE INTERCONNECTORS?

Electricity intercornectors are transmission links

that allow elactricity to be shared batween countrias
when it has a surplus. Interconnectors enable the

UK to import elactricity from other countries when
needad, and to export electricity when it has a surplus.
Interconnectors are connacted to the national grids in
aach country at a suitable connaction point, idedaly at
an existing 400 kV sub-station.

Interconnectors are slectricity cables that operate at
high voltaga (HV) and nomally usa drect current [DC)
to minimisa the energy lossas that occur during the
transmission of electricity. Tha cables may be installed
ovaerhead or undarground on land. For interconnectors
linked to the UK, thera is always a submarine saction
whaere the cable is buried under the seabad.

There ara already over 20 interconnectors in
operation or planned betwean the UK and a number
of different countries, including Ireland, Franca,
Belgium, Netherands, Germany, Denmerk and
Nerway. The first interconnector entered operation
in 1986. Therefors, interconnecter technology is
wall-established and understocd.

R SR Sy AR e e ntertek @

Existing interconnectors in Operation or Pianned to the UK

GRIDLINKS$

INTERCONNECTOR

THE GRIDLINK
INTERCONNECTOR PROJECT

The GridLink interconnaector project connects
Kingsnerthin the UK and Dunkerque in France.

The project comprises:

e 140km of submarine cable, including 108km
in UK waters and 32km in French watars

* 100m of underground cable in UK and
13.8km of underground cable in France from
tha shorelines to the converter station sites

* Corwerter stations at Kingsnorth end
near Dunkerque

* 1.5km of underground cabla in UK and 3.5km of
underground cable in France from the corwertar
stations to the national grid connection peints

GridLink is cne of the shortast interconnectors from
tha UK, with a tctal length of 159km "grid to grid".

GridLink Project in the UK

38



THE CONSTRUCTION OF
GRIDLINK IN THE UK

Aerial Photo of the Converter Station Site at Kingsnorth

THE PLANNING APPLICATION SITE

The convertar station is located on the sita of the
formmer haawy fuel oil tank farm of the coal-fired
powear station at Kingsnorth, The six large oil tarks
have bean demolished and removed as part of
the dacommissioning of the power etation, so that
anly the circular concrate tank bases remain. As
part of the construction of the convarter station,
the soil arcund the tanks will bbe rarnoved and any
ol contamination will be remediatad. An access
road alss will be constructed from the main gate
of the former power station on Eschol Road to the
corwerter station sita.

Tha submarine cable will b= installed undar the zaa
defances by horzontal directional drilling (HOC) to
arrive at the convertar station site. This means that
the soa defoncas and inter-tidal mudflats will not
be disturcad by the installation of the cable. Cnea
the cable emerges from the HOD, it will be directly
connectad to the corverter station.

The underground cable from the comverter station
to tha Mational Grid 400 kY substation will b2
installad next to the sea defencas so that it doss
nct conflict with any other fubure davelcpments

an the fomner power station site. The undarground
cable will cornact into the substation at & spane bay
allocated to GridLirk, so that there is no rquirement
to axterd the substation.

PLANNING PERMISSION
AND MARINE LICENCE

GridLink Interconnector Lid will be applying for
planning permission from Meadway Council to
redevelop part of the fomer coal-firad power
station sita in Kingsnorth into a comverter station.
The undarground cables are dso within the former
cod-fired power station site, and they are subject
to pamitted daveloprmeant rights bacausa thay
ara underground and form part of elactricity
transmission infrastructura.

For tha submarine cable, GridLirk Interconnector

Ltd will b= also spplying for a marine licenca from the
Marine Managemeant Crgarisation (MRI) to install the
cable in UK waters, including in the Medway Estuary,
Thames Estuary and southern North Sea.

Crther parmits will be requirad for the construction
wiorke, including an envircnmental parmit from tha
Emvirormant Agency for works near flood defencas,
land drainage consant from the Lower Madway
Intemal Crainage Board and river works licences
from Paal Ports and the Port of London Authority.

GridLirk Interconnector Ltd aims to obtain planning
pamission and the marine licencs by early 2021, with
construction beginning aloout a year latar in early 2022,
The GrdLink imterconnector project would then be
constructed and opsraticnal by 2025,
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THE SUBMARINE CABLE

GRIDLINK$¢>

INTERCONNECTOR

Cross-section of Bundied Submarine Cabie Burled in the Seabed

CABLE DESIGN

The submarine cable will consist of two mass
impregnated cables, which are up to 150mm in
diameter and made of a copper conductor encasad
by insuation layars and steel armouring for protaction.

The two cables will be installed tied together in a
bundled configuration with a smaller fibre-cptic cable
for monitoring and telecommunications. This means
that only ona trench is needed to bury the cable which
reduces the footprint on the saabed. The bundled
cables will ba buried about 2m below the ssabed - the
depth is deteminead by the geclogy and the risks of
anchors or fishing gear snagging the cable, and it may
ba increazed or reducad dapanding on the conditions.
In some placsas, for example whera the cable crosses
other buried cables, it may be lald on the saabed with
rocks placed on top to pravide protection.

Typical Cable-Lay Vessel (courtesy: NKT)

Cross-section of Bundied Submarine Cabie iald on the Seabed
with Rock Protection

CABLE INSTALLATION

The submarine ca
rassal, which fead
the and down to the seabed. The cable may
be directed into a pre-prepared saabed tranch
(pre-lay tranching) or laid on the seabed and a
sacond vessel follows aftarwards to prepara a
trench into which the cable is positionad (postday
trenching). After the trenching and cable installation
is completed, the trench is machanically backfilled
or natural procassas infil the tranch with sadiment.

2 is installed by a cable-lay
:able from a turntable into
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GRIDLINK$

THE CONVERTER STATION INTERCONNECTOR

The converter station is designed to corvert
diract currant (DC) to alternating cumrent (AC).
The process raquires a range of high voltage
elactrical equipment housed within buildings to
protact the sansitive items of aquipment from tha
weather and dust. The converter station doas not
generate alectricity, and thers are no combustion
sources or chamical processas (except for

a diesel-fired emergency generator).

The main equipment is:

* Electrical equipment to change HVDC to
HVAC, including reactors, valves and ancillary
equipment;

¢ Transformers to changs the voltage level from
525 kV to 400 kV,;

* AC Switchyard to provide control and
protection for the HVAC cable that
conneacts to the substation;

* Cecling systam for valves;

* Ancillary and balance of plant for corverter
station operations, including Control Room,
Sanice Building, Workshop, Storas, Spares/
Maintenanca Building;

* Ltilities sanices, talacommunications system,
diesal generator (for emergency usa), fre-fighting
system, domestic wastewater treatmant facility,
stommwater management system and HVA/C
heating-ventilation-air conditicning units;

* Ganerd site fadilities, such as sacurity fencing
and CCTV, lighting, site roads, car parking,
accass gate and landscaped areas.

Trnch — Warming G Conerete duet The underground cable from the converter station
S R prmmm e to tha substation will be 1.5km in length. The cable
,‘. /! 3 comprisas three conductors, installed together in a
. gingle trench at a depth of approximately 0.8m. The
optc 0, cables may be spaced up 1.25m apart depending
rsaiebin o A on the cable rating. The cables are installed in ducts
gat in concrete. After cable installation the trench
is backfilled and concrete protection and warning
Cross-section of Underground Cabie layers are placad above the cables.

1300esm
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BENEFITS OF THE GRIDLINK GRIDLINK$>

INTERCONNECTOR INTERCONNRECTOR

ENHANCING THE UK'S ENERGY SUPPLY

The GridUnk intarcornectar will help to improve our enargy netwaork, particulary the exploitation of ranewable
anergy and the sacurity of supply.

There are numerous bengfits of the proposal, including:

€Y

Economic investment:

Tha ovaral investmant caost of the GridLink interconnector project is 2800 million. Tha construction
wiarke will provide a large number of opportunities for local companies to provide equipmant,
miateriale and sarvices, both for the conetruction of the conwvertar station and the submarnine
cabla installation.

Electricity sales and prices:

Once operatioral, the UK and Franca can export ite electricity for sale or benefit from the import
af cheaper electricity whan sither country has a surplus or ite energy supply is constrained. This
benafits electricity producers by providing additional market opporunities and consumers by
increasing compsetition in electricity supply.

Local taxes:
GridLink Interconnector Ltd will pay national taxes and loca business rates to Medway Council,
which can be usad to support the delivery of local services by the local authority.

Securing the electricity supply:

Imtarconnectors enhance the resilience of the UK's alectricity supply. Ifthere are difficultias with
the UK's electricity generation or transmission, including weather conditions and techrological
iseues, glactricty can be imported to mest some of the demand via GridLink.

Employment opportunities:

It iz astimated that up to 200 jobe will bo created during the conetruction phasa at Kingsnorth
and, ocnoa cparational, thare will be 10-20 full-time equivalent jolbs at the Kingsnorth corverter
station. Additional ermployment of up to 20020 jobs will be ganaratad for the commearcial
management of the GridLink business.

Climate change:

Tha increaszed exploitation of renewablas and low carbon elactricity due to the improved
connection betwean the UK and France means that carbon dioxide emissions from energy
production wil ba reducad. This will suppart iMtemational climate change objectivas and
the goal of a net zero UK economy by 2050,

GRIDLINK TIMELINE

—o

6 b

September 2020: Public consutation including virtual exhibition, live chat session, online
public mesting and information points
Submit planning application to Medway Council and marine licence application to MMO

Early 2021: Planning permmission to Late 2021 : Award of End 2021: Ragulatory

ke grarted by Medway Council and construction contracts approval by CRE and Ofgem
Marine Licence to be granted by the

Marine Managament Organisation

Start 2022: Start of construction

Start 2025: GridLink interconnector becomes operational
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

GRIDLINK AND CLIMATE CHANGE

GRIDLINKSS

INTERCOMNRKECTODR

The GridUnk intarconnector prajact will offer a significant benefit to the achisvement of climata change

abjectivas of the UK and Europaan Linion,

By improwving the transmission natwork available to renaweble enargy, it will enable surplus renawable anergy
that currantly cannot be axploited to be imported/exported and alzc provide security of supply from ather
energy sources if ranewable enargy is lower than expected. This will encourage the full use of renawabla
resources to displace fozsll fusls and reducs carbon emissions as a result.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
ASSESSMENT

GridLink Intercornactor Ltd is committed o high
standards of arwironmental managemant for the
lifatime of the project.

Like all interconnector projects, GridLink inmvoles the
congtruction of converter stations and installation of

submaring and underground cables, which inevitably
have the potantial to cause environmental impacts.

However, the potantial environmental effects can be
avoided or minimised by tha appropriate design of the
project and ite implementation, including cormartar
station site salection, cable route salection, choice of
technclogy, buldng design, construction techriques
and oparating systams.

Detailed environmental studies have
assossad the potential impacts and risks
to the environment from the project,
whiich fall into six main categorias:

* [Disruption to shipping, ravigation and fizhing;

* [Disturbanca of protacted ecological sitos,
marine arganisms (fish, whales and dolphins, etc),
archasological eites or wracks by cable installation
vassals, underwater noise, sadimeant in the water
column anddor lighting;

* Changes to ssabad conditions after the
submanne cable is installed, resulting in changes
to sadimentation, seabed scour and sragaing
hezards for amchors and fishing gear:

* Tamporary dsturbance of kacal residents and
acalagical impacts from construction activitias,
wahiclas and workars, including construction
traffic, noise and lighting;

+ izua and landscape impact from cormartar
station buildings;

* Operational noise from the convarter station.

The key ervircnmental sansitivitios near to the
converter station site and submarine cable routs are
the protacted ervircnmental sites comprising the inter-
tidal mudfiats dong the Medway Estuary, anchoragas
and shipping lanes, and fishing grounds for shelifish
{oocklog, oystars) and fish.

Erwvirormanta studies and assassmeants of thesa
and other envircnmantal impacts have besn carried
cut by indepandant ervircnmeantal conzultants on
behalf of GridLink. The ervironmantal reparts will
b incuded as part of the planning application and
rarine licance application.

Extersive survays and consultations with navigation
authoritios, fisharmen associations, other marine
usars and envircnmental organisations have been
carried out to inform the environmental assasemeants
and mske sure that local issues and sensitivities are
property considarad.,

By taking this information into account and
incorporating mitigation measuras into the GridLink
project, we are confidant that the new intarconnactor
will ba compatiole with its sumoundings end co-exist
with exdzting marine usars without any significant
arwvironmental impacts.

Dvop Down Wdeo Sunvey of the Seabed
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10 WAYS THAT GRIDLINK IS MINIMISING

ITS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Mitigation measuras have bean embedded into the GridLirk project to avoid, when possible, any negative
environmental effects, reduce negative effects that cannot be avoided and, as a last resort, compensate for
any rasidual effacts.

10 specific measures that GridLink has adopted are:

5 )

The conwerter station is located on a
‘brownfield' site at the former Kingsnorth
cod-firad powar station site. Theraforg, it is
situated in an industrial araa whera similar
typesof davelopment previously existed.

High standards of architectural dasign and
landecaping will be gpplied to the corwverter
station, including colour and finish of buildings
compatible with the surounding emvirorment.

All cablas will ba underground — no new
ovarhead transmission lines are required
for the GridLink interconnector project.

Tha submarine cable route has been carefuly
chosan to avoid or minimisa the saction required
within sensitive arvironmantal features and
protacted sites, fishing grounds and shipping
lanes or anchoragas.

The submarine cable comprisas two cables
bundled together so that only one seabad tranch
is needead. This means that the footprint of the
cable installation is minimisad.

The submarine cabla crossas the shaoreline at
Kingsnorth by herizontal directional drilling
undemeath the inter-tidal mudflats and sea
dafences. Therefore, the protacted ecological
site and the sza defances are not

physically disturbed.

N

GRIDLINK&$

INTERCONNECTOR

The submarine cable instalation methods have
been selectad to minimise the effects on the
saabad and suspension of sadiment in the water
column, with particular attention to the possible
nead for rock placameant to protect the cable at
craseings of existing cablas or for other reasons.
Whare necessary, strict limitations have baen
impesad on the techniques that can be usad
and timing of works.

A range of good intemational industry practicas,
tailored to the site-specific raquirements at
Kingsnorth, are incorpeorated into construction
activiies, including for noiss control, site lighting,
traffic managament, temporary construction
laydown, soil storage, control of hazardous
eubstances and waste management.

Moritering of the emvironment will be camied out
before and after construction works and ceble
installation to identify any changes caused by
implementation of the GridLink interconnector
project, and chanca-find preceduras will

be prepared in casa of discovery of any
archaedlcgical haritage, wrecks or Unexplodad
Ordnance (UXO).

. A Fshing Liaison Officar, Client representativas

on board vessals and marine mammal observars
will ba engaged during cable installation
activiies, to ensure that good communications
with fishermen and other stakehclders are
maintainad, all mitigation measures are
implemented and the disruption causad

bytha cable installation is minimisad.
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GRIDLINKS

NEXT STEPS INTERCONNECTOR

Thank you for viewing our virtual exhibition — we hope you found the information helpful

GridLink Interconnactor Ltd is committed to consulting with tha local community and, before submitting
our planning application to Medway Council and marinea licance application to the Marine Management
Crganisation, we would ba grateful if you would take the ime to completa an online feedback form.

KEY DATES

Virtual Exhibition

* The virtual exhibition is available to view
online from Monday 31 August until Friday
11 September 2020

Live Chat Session

* Alive chat saseicn with members of the project
team will be held batwean 16.30 and 20.30 on
Friday 4 September

Online Public Meeting

* An online public meating will be hald from
18.30 to 20.30 on Friday 11 September.
Anyone can register to attend this meeting,

which will be hosted on the online meating . )
platform GoToMeeting. Did in detaile will ba :,., OF CUSSRIUE
pravided for thosa without accass to the

intarnat. Pleasa contact us to find out more

Information Points
* Two information points are in placa from
Monday 31 August until Friday 11 September
* Tha two information points are located at: ; i i et -
- Dockside Cutlet Cantre, Maritime Way, pm—
St Mary's Island, Chatham, ME4 3ED eyl (e
- Riverside Country Park Café, 333 Lower
Rainham Road, Gillingham, ME7 2XH

* Tha information points will have coples of
our information leaflet, fiyar, non-technical
summary and the virtua exhibition boards

HAVE YOUR SAY

Please get in touch and let us know what
you think using our online feedback form,
Freephone number or email address.

[ Glick here for the online feadback form
Q. 0808 195 5560 (Freephone)
4 info@gridlinkinterconnector.com
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Appendix 51

Virtual Exhibition Feedback Form

Privacy Statement
By filling-in this online form you are agreeing that BECG can hold and process your personal data in relation to this public consultation exerdse.

= BECG will only share your personal data with the project team for planning evaluation purposes only.

= Your identifiable. personal data will not be used for any other purposes without your consent.

BECG will use your data to:

= Send you updates about the project (where you provide us with your contact details).

L] mm&wcmém“ﬂmwmwmmﬁlhesuhmndmhphnngaﬂmmyurmlabudfﬂnsﬂbeapuhlmavﬂle
If you provide us with your contact details, we might also contact you to ask you more about the comments you've made.

BECG acts on behalf of GridLink interconnector Ltd to run public consuliation activities.

Your details Your contact details

If you choose not to fill in all parts of this section, we will not be able to include your 'We will use these details to contact you and update you on the proposals. You don't have
comments in the consultation process. o fill in this section if you'd rather we didn’t contact you.

Mame

Title First name or initial

IIf you would like to receive updates about the project. please check the appropriate
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Feedback

Step 2 of 7

Public consultations

Have you found the information presented at the public consultation helpful in addressing concerns or questions you
may have had?

@ Yes @ No

Do you have any additional comments with regard to the public consultation or future engagement?
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Feedback

Need for interconnectors

What are your views on the need for electricity interconnectors to improve the links between different countries?

@ Support & Do not support @ No view

Comments

Previous
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Feedback

Converter statios

What are your views on the location of the converter station and underground cables at Kingsnorth?
@ Support @ Do not support i@ No view

What are your views on the proposed approach to mitigating environmental impacts?

@ Support @ Do not support @ No view

Comments
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Feedback

Submarine cable route

What are your views on the submarine cable route in the Medway Estuary and Thames Estuary?

@ Support @ Do not support @ No view
What are your views on the shore crossing of the submarine cable at Kingsnorth?

& Support @ Do not support @ No view
What are your views on the proposed approach to mitigating environmental impacts?

@ Support @ Do not support @ No view

Comments
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Feedback

Environmental concerns

Do you have any environmental concerns related to the GridLink interconnector project?

Previous
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Feedback

Further comments

Do you have any other comments related to the GridLink interconnector project?

I'm not a robot

Data Protection

We hold all personal data in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) (EU) 2016/679 and your personal
data will not be transferred outside of the European Economic Area. You can see our full Privacy Statement, Data Protection
Policy, Data Retention Policy and find out how to make a Subject Access Request at the following website address becg.com/dp
or by contacting us on 01962 893 893 / dataprotection@becg.com.
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Appendix 6 T Online Public Meeting Registration Form

GRIDLINK<S>

NTEREONNECTOR

GridLink Interconnector Project - Online Public Meeting

Fri, Sep 11, 2020 &:30 PM - 8:30 PM BST

Show in My Time Zone

GRIDLINE INTERCONNECTOR PROJECT
Anew 1,400 MW electricity interconnector from Kingsnorth in the UK to Dunkergue in France.

The GridLink Interconnector Project is a 1.400MW high voltage electricity cable that will provide a link for transmission of electricity between the national grids of the UK
and France.

The cable connects the National Grid 400 kV sub-station at Kingsnorth in Kent, UK to the RTE 400 kV sub-station at Warande near Dunkerque in Mord Region, France.

The subsea cable route passes through the Medway Estuary and Thames Estuary, before turning south-east to cross the southern Morth Sea to the French coast. A
converter station will be constructed at the former Kingsnorth power station site, together with a short underground electricity cable to the National Grid sub-station.

“Regquired field
First Name* Last Name*
Email Address* Zip/Postal Code*

O By dlicking this button. you submit your information to the webinar organizer, who will use it to communicate with you regarding this event

Register
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Appendix 71 Hard Copy Feedback Form

FEEDBACK FORM RIDLINK$:$>

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 1y
Proposals for the GridLink Interconnector

Thank you for taking the tims to conzsider the proposals for the new GridLink Interconnector Project.

Plaasa let us know your thoughts on our proposals by filling out and submitting this feadback form.

PRIVACY STATEMENT

By filling in thiz form, you are agresing that Builk Environmeant Communications Group ("BECG") can hold and process
your personal data in relation to this public consultation exercizse.

» BECG will only u=e your personal data for the purpose of reviewing feedback on the GridLink propozala.
» Your identifiable, personal data will not be usad fior any other purposss without your consent.
BECG will uze your data to:

» Send you updates about the project fwhere you provide us with your contact details and request such information
to ba provided).

» Develop a Statement of Community Invobvement (or similar document) about this public consultation that will be submittad
to the planning authority or similar body; thiz will be a publicly available document. Your commentz will be anomymaous.

Wa may alzo contact you to azk more about the comments you've made o ensure that cur understanding iz comect.
BECG actz on behalf of GridLink Interconnector Ltd a2 the omaniser of the public consultation activities.

PLEASE COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS IN BLOCK CAPITALS
Onca complated, pleazs fold thiz feedback form and post it back to us using the free post envelope providad.

YOUR DETAILS YOUR CONTACT DETAILS
If you choosze not to fill in all parte of thiz saction, 'Wa will uze thess details to contact you and update you on
wa will not be able to include your commeantz in the proposale. You don't have to fill in thiz saction if you'd
the consultation process. rathar wea didn't contact you.

Title (Miza/MraMa/ Mr'Other): Address:

First Nama or Initial:

Surmama:
Postoode:
Age Group [pleass circle): Telaphons:
Under 13 13-17 18-24 25-34 .
Email:
35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74
T5-B4 85+ [] Pieazs tick hera if you would like to receive news and

updates regarding the GridLink Interconnector Projact

DATA PROTECTION

'We hold all parsonal data in accordance with the Ganaral Data Protection Regulation (GDPH) [EU) 2018672 and your parsonal
data will not be transfamed outside of tha Europsaan Economic Area. You can saa our full Privacy Staternant, Data Protection Policy,
Data Retantion Policy and find out how to maka a Subject Accass Requast at the wabsils address becg.comidp or contact us by
taleghona on 01882 893 893 or e-mail al dataprotection@bacg. com.
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YOUR FEEDBACK

Our Consultation
All faadback formz and contributions to the public conzultation will be considered by GridLink

Whara practicable, alterationz, improvemsents or other changes to the propozale will be evalusted to addrezs
the commeants received.

PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS

1. Have you found the information presented at the public consultation helpful in addressing concerns or questions
you may have had?

Ovee O Ma
1. Do you have any additional comments with regard to the public consultation or future engagement?

Additional commeants:

MEED FOR INTERCONMECTORS
3. What are your views on the need for electricity interconnectors to improwe the links between different countries?
O Support [ Donotsupport [0 Mo view

Additional comments:

CONVERTER STATION
&. What are your views on the location of the converter station and underground cables at Kingsnorth?
O Support [0 Dornotsupport [0 Noview

5. What are your views on the proposed approach to mitigating environmental impacts?
O Support [O Donotsupport [ Mo view

Additional comments:
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SUBMARIME CABLE ROUTE
&. What are your views on the submarine cable route in the Medway Estuary and Thames Estuary?
[0 Support [0 Donot support [0 Noview

7. What are your views on the shore crossing of the submarine cable at Kingsnorth?

[0 Support [0 Donot support [0 No view

B. What are your views on the proposed approach to mitigating environmental impacts?

[0 Support [0 Donot support [ No view

Additional commentzs:

ENVIRONMMENTAL CONCERNS

?. Do you have any environmental concerns related to the GridLink interconmector project?

FURTHER COMMENTS

10. Do you have any other comments related to the GridLink interconnector project?

THANK YOU FOR TAKING TIME TO REVIEW OUR PROPOSALS FOR THE GRIDLINK INTERCONNECTOR PROJECT.
Pleaze retum your complated feadback form no later than Friday 18 Septemnber.

For more information, pleasse contact us via: Email: infe@gridlinkinterconnectorcom | Tel: 0808 196 5560
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Appendix 81 Pull-up Banner

GRIDLINK INTERCONNECTOR PROJECT

A new 1,400 MW electricity interconnector from Kingsnorth in the UK
to Dunkergue in France

Tt QriclLink Inberoonnectar Projet 1 AMIMW slocirisity cable that will provido
e fer of o -m::munum

T caltlin Comniecls This Mational Grid 400 K sub-station & Hingsnorih in Hant, LIE 1o ra RTE 400 &Y
susbeatation at Wananda raar Dunkargus In RKosd Rogion, Franco.
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Appendix 91 Information Point at Dockside Outlet Centre
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Appendix 107 Information Point at Riverside Country Park
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Appendix 117 Consultation Flyer

GRIDLINK INTERCONNECTOR PROJECT

A new 1,400 MW electricity interconnector from Kingsnorth in the UK to Dunkerque in France

NITONAL EAB UK J FRANCE BTE WAALHSE
KNESNSATH MARNE AREA SISTATION

GROLNK INTENCONNICTOR

KEY DATES
VIRTUAL EXHIBITION

* The virtual exhibition will be available
online from Monday 31st August until
Friday 11th September 2020.

LIVE CHAT SESSION
* A live chat session with members of the

YOUR VIEWS MA1TER project team during the virtual exhibition

P s or s axnin: SR ral ks e st
www.gridlinkinterconnector.com i e

ONLINE PUBLIC MEETING

CONTACT US + An online public meeting will be held
You can contact us in a number of ways: on Friday 11th September from 18.30
Website: www.gridlinkinterconnector.com :zso.m.tf\nyon; c:n _ﬁ%’:‘:’ “t)e:nen?he

: meeting, which wi osted on
2 ' o 9808 19_6 5569 online meeting platform GoToMeeting.
Email: info@gridlinkinterconnector.com Dial in details will be provided for those

without access to the internet. Please
Co-financed by the Connecting Europe contact us to find out more.

Facility of the European Union
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PROJECT OF COMMON INTEREST

GridLink has been awardsd the status of Project of
Commeon Intereet (PCI) by the European Commission
in April 2018

A PCl is a key cross border infrastructurs project that
links the enargy systems of EU countriss.

They are intsnded to help the EU achieve its snergy
policy and climate objectives: affordable, ssoure and
sustainable snergy for all citizens, and the long-tsrm
ds-carbonisation of the sconommy.

The URL link to the European Commission's PCI
infrastructure transparency platform is provided
balow:

Appendix 127 Information Leaflet

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

August 2019: Announcement of tenders for
Enginearing, P and C i
contracts

October 2020: Applications for development
consents and permits (UK and France)

December 2020: Marine License grantad (UK)

January 2021: Outline Planning Permission
granted (UK}

July 2021: Engineering, Procurement and

https./ac.europa.sw/snergy,topi s/
projscts-commaon-intsrsst_sn

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

GridLink intsnds to positively engage with local
communities, local businessss, intersst groups and all
statutory and non-ctatutory stakeholders in relation to
the development, construction and operation of the
GridLink interconnector project.

Puklic consultations include public mestings,
thematic mestings with interest groups, web-site,
and information points at local community centras.

Information Point at Loon Plage, near Dunkergue

C rded for HVDC
cable system and converter stations

September 2021: Maritime public area
utilization rights granted and building permit
granted (France)

N ber 2021 App of reg y
h by nati ¥ iti
(UK and France)

January 2022: Start of construction
June 2024: Commissioning

January 2025: Commercial Operations Date

WHO ARE WE?

The GridLink Interconnector Project is owned by
GridLink Interconnactor Ltd. The company has besn
ssiablished 1o develop, construct and opsrats the
new interconnactor.

GndLink Interconnector Ltd is wholly owned by iCOM
Infrastructure LLP. iICON is & respected, indspsndant
investment company who invests the capital of
pension funds, insurance companiss and other assst
managers into long term, infrastructurs investments.

GRIDLINK<G>

INTERCONNECTOR

I infrostructure

FURTHER INFORMATION

urther i

GRIDL

I N

co

NK©S

NECTOR

GRIDLINK INTERCONNECTOR PROJECT

A new 1,400 MW electricity interconnector between the UK and France

The GridLink Interconnector Project is a
1,400MW high voltage electricity cable
that will provide a link for transmission
of electricity between the national grids
of the UK and France.

Ths cabls connscts the National Grid 400 kY
sub-station at Kingsnorth in Kent, UK 1o the RTE
400 KV sub-station at Warands near Dunksrque

in Mord Region, Francs.

Tha cabls routs passes through the Madway Estuary
and Thames Estuary, bsfore turning south-sast 1o
oross the southern Morth Sea to the French coast.

GrigLink cable route and converter station sites

Co-financed by the Connecting Europe
Facility of the European Union

KEY FACTS

= High voltage, direct current

subsea cable

Mominal capacity of 1.4GW, which

comesponds to electricity supply

for 2.2 million homes

140km of submarine cable — 108km in

UK territorial waters and 32km in French

territorial waters

After crossing each coastline, 13.5km of

underground cable in France and <1 km

of underground cable in UK

* Converter stations in France and UK

* To connect from the converter stations to
the national grids in each country, 3km of
underground cable in France and 1.5km
in UK

= cost of approxi 200
million euros

Diversifies sources of supply
Improves integration of renewable energy

Helps vork stability
Reduces grid system constraints




ALTERNATIVES

GridLink has selected the cabls routs and convartar
station eites after sxtensive studies of alternative
routes and sites.

The studiss have included desk-top research of
pubkshed information, bathymstric, geophysical,
geotechnical and environmenial surveys, consultations
with navigation authorities (Grand Port Maritime de
Dunkergue, Port of London Authority, Pesl Ports)
and coordination with third party cable owners.

Key alternatives for the submaring cable routs that
havs been studied are:

Submarine cable routes in the Thamsas Estuary to
the north and south of the Brithled cable and the
Pan Sands sandbank

Altsrnative routes around London Array and
Thanst windfarms, other restrioted areas and
obstackss, and at crossings of other cables

* Approaches to the shorsling at Dunkergue.

The converter etation sites have bsen chossn

as closs as possible to the connection points to
the national gride in UK and France at existing
industrial sites — the former E.on coal-fired powsr
station at Kingsnorth and the designated Zons de
Grandes Industries (ZGI) at Dunkergue.

The sites have been selected based on sufiicient
size, commercially availabls, accessible to the cable
connections, compatible industrial context and
minimisation of environmeantal impacts.

Dunkergue Onzshore Cable Route and Converfer Staffon Site

THE CONVERTER STATIONS

The converter stations change the high voltage
dirsct current to alternating current and adjust the
wvoltage to 400 KV for the connection to the national
grids in UK and France.

Each converter station comprises a main building
divided into sections called a DC Hall, Valve Hall
and Reactor Hall. Buildings accommedating the
ancilary facilities, such as a control room, utilities
servioes, spares, matsrials storage, workshop and
maintenancse, may be attached to the main building
or separate buildings

Typical converter statfon layout
{image courfesy of Slemens)

THE CABLE

The cable system comprises two cables. Each
cable will have a copper conductor wrapped in
insulation and armoured to protect it from extemal
damage. The cables with be up to 180 mm in
diamstar.

Typical subsea high voltage
direct current cable

The submaring cable is buried under the ssabed by
a cable-lay vessal.

i
H

..JE

Typical subsea cable-lay vessel

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND
MITIGATION MEASURES

GridLink is committed to high standards of
environmeantal managsment for the lifetime of
the project.

All glectricity cables ars buried under the ssabed
and on land - there are no new overhead
transmission lings.

The converter station sites are located in
designated industrial areas where similar types of
developments already exist or are planned

Detailed snvircnmental studies will aseess any
potential impacts and rigks to the environmeant from
cable installation, construction of converter stations
and future operations.

The main potential submarine environmental effects
from the subsea cable ara:

= Disruption to shipping and navigation and
fishing by cable installation vessels and changes
to ssabed conditions

Disturbance of protected species or designated
features of protectad sites by marine operations,
underwater noise and/or lighting

Suspended solids in the water column and
changes to siltation patterns

Damags to marine archasclogical heritage
and wracks

Soour caussd by changes to ssabed conditions

Snagging hazarde for anchors and fishing gear.

The main potential cnehore environmental effects
from the construction of the underground cables
and converter statione ars:

Temporary disturbance of land and ecclogical
impacts from construction vehicles and workers,
including construction traffic generation,
construction noies, disturbance of watergangs
{in France only) and lighting

Operaticnal noise, visual and landecape
impact from converter station buildings and
loss of agricultural production after trench
reinstatsment (in France only).

The project is transboundary in that infrastructure
iz installed in the UK and France, but the only
cross-border impacts that may ccour are lecalized
gffects from cable installation across the boundary
betwsen the territorial waters of the UK and Francs
caused by cable installation vessels or sedimsnt
mobilization in the water column.

GridLink will implement mitigation measures to
avoid, when poseible, any negative environmental
sffects, reduce negative effects that cannot

be avoidsd and, as a last resort, compensate

for any residual effects. Therefors, a range of
mitigation measurss have been incorporated into
the planning, design and construction works in
accordance with this principle:

= Cable routing to avoid or minimise the section
reguired within sensitive environmental featuras
and protected sites

Dasign of cable crossings to minimiss the
reguirement for reck placemsnt and rigk of
soour

Selection of cable installation methods and
seabed intervention measuras that minimise
the effects on the ssabed and suspension of
sediment in the water column

Horizontal directional drilling (HDD) to install
cables below sensitive environmental features
at the surface, including at shore crossings,
road/rail/canal crossings and major watergang
crossings

Incorporation of a range of good international
industry practices into construction activities,
including for noise control, site lighting, traffic
managsment, temporary construction laydown,
soil storage, control of hazardous substances
and waste management

High standards of architectural design and
landecaping, including colour and finish of
buildings compatible with the surrounding
snvironment.

Menitering of the environment will be carried out
before and after cable installation/ construction
works to identify any changes caused by
implementation of the project, and chance find
procedures will be preparsd in case of discovery
of archasclogical heritage, wrecks or Unexploded
Ordnance (UX0).

Fishing liaizon and engagement with navigation
authorities, snvironmental authorities and interest
groups has been initiated at an early stage and
will be continued throughout construction to
ensure good communications with staksheolders
ars maintained.
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Appendix 137 Non-Technical Summary

GRIDLINK INTERCONNECTOR
NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY

under Article 9{7) of EU Regulation No. 347/2013 on guidelines for
trans-European energy infrastructure
(TEN-E Regulation)

prepared by

GridLink Interconnector Ltd

August 2020

Rew. 2

Co-financed hy the Ennnecting Europe
Facility of the European Union
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Appendix 147 Medway Messenger Newspaper
Advertisement

66





















