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1.l ntroducti on

ProjRadkgr ound

11

1.2

1.3

1.4

15

AECOM has been commi ssioned by GridLink I nterconnector
planning appglliuvdatnigdb mgpaal amsktesmeéehe construction and
converter station and associated underground electricit
as the OProposed Developmentd). The Proposedl|l Dewmgl( ®epmen
outdoor equipment, internal roads, car parking and asso
from the convert EBErir gatt Stppiromgsso (Meam al |l ed by Holrhiezont al

submarine HVDC cabilgfab&powndleans subject to a Marine L

Mari ne Management Organisation (MMO), therefore it is
addition, the underground HVAC cable that winlglsnloirntkh t he
substation is considered to be permitted development an

Devel opment .

The Site is | ocated immediately north of the Medway Es
within the frorhmdagioraddnggomwer station site (now demoli she
industri al devel opments associated with the former powe
wel | as Kingsnorth industrial estatamhkbadd Cn-Eb&dadays Co
power station. The wider | andscape includes arable | and,
l'ies i mmediately north of the Medway Estuary and Mar s he¢
Site of Specci bht eSceisetnt { 88S1 ) , whi ch i s designated for

popul ations.

The SaseshownViln Eppendi x A) covzhras odp prowinrhatedIdy |&@.nd a
Kingsnorth Power Station sitey wit Bhhai)o nawidéd caSc ctehses nreowa dc ofn
wi || be constructed. A temporary construction | aydown ar
site during the construction phase.

The redline boundary efxorsttilneg Siotaed iwictlhu die st htehe or mer Kin

that extends from the Site to the main gate on Eschol R
boundary in order to identify the accesspermrautieont @fbed hua
Proposed DeVhlepmemad. comprises hardstanding of negligib
altered within the Proposed Devel opment application. T

considerati on raengda rsdpiencgi ehsa bwittahtisn t hi s assessment.

Ecol ogy surveys (Phase 1 habitat survey, wintering bird
by AECOM -2@62@048d are detailed in Volume 2 to 4 of the |
surroagndirea have been subject to recent surveys relati
not able species undert atkkleem RBBSIRIPBI rMarsy rEpmlrd gidcaln Appr ai
and Ecology Survey Report (REBS,tilked 1Dt eranBli rREKS U rawse yr eR
(RSK, 2019)). These surveys have been drawn upon alongsi
i mpact assessment .

Scope of Assessment

16 This report details thadf iecdilmngy sfurtvlee sd ausnld exQt2edkye n by
in addition to previous relevant data fwundehtbylSRPE and ¢
and RSK. It then presents these within the context of a

17 Ecoly®grveys undertaken2®0 AECOMni ar &10tlBi s assessment col

- extended Phase 1 habitat survey in June 2019, re
Site and the suitability of the Site for protect
- winterd nsgurbviery comprising two survey Vvisits per 1
tide) between October 2019 and March 2020 incl usi
Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM
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1.8

1.9

1.10

111

- breeding bird sursvueryv ecyo nwirsiisti npgeronneont h bet ween |
July 2020.

Fur tehceao'l ogydataveged to inform to this assexGInmentTheer e
RPS survey area (hereafter referred to as the Wider Kin
than tHéd@®sidtee. Kingsnorth Power tSakéenmobynSRRS esduravdy d eund

habitat wi,t haisn wehlel Saist e and i mmedi ately north, west, sou
extent of the Onshore Cable Route (which wild.l be del i ve
t&ar ef ore outside of the Proposed Devel opment, but iis as:
The Wi der Kingsnorth Power Station Site does not incl ude

2019 RPS ecology surveni darapased as defarmed in the RI
Apprai sal (RPS, 2019a) and RPS Ecology Survey Report (R

- extended Phase 1 habitat survey in Apritlhe2019, r
Wi der Kingsnornmn hSiPtoavef(i rs¢lat dionguit habiSlitty faomd pih
and/ or notable specnati (& nichwasinge asiyeanioas) ;

- botanical survey of five areas identified as pot
pl ant speéeliuense 20 1Mgy

- invertebrate scoping survey in May 2019; this cor
for invertebrates such that it was not subject t
- great cre3tiedumesyt csiuirsvteayt uisn Apr i | 2019 compri sin

waterbodies within thetWitderm ISiingesndrotlH oRveewe rby H
I ndex (HSI) assessment of six waterbodies within
Rout e, environment al DNA (eDNA) surweyni obringe v
survey of one waterbody;

- reptile refugMaysu2zdey; in April
- breeding birdlwue v2y19;n April

- badgWel €ds )mewalskover survey in June 2019, pl us i
field signs during otdetye@dlN®gy surveys in April

- bat root suitability assessment of buildings and

- bat activit ySeptrevnebye ri n2 OMa9y, accompanrnihadd blyy st at i
2019; and

- water Aveolieo( a )amptrivleiyusof all suitaBAltgeuwat20bedie

Regardeé hgvoatnhP S ddaetsacr i bed above to the tRradiosgsn detvie!l op
Power Station Site (the &Zr0eld®@dsnprveasyrad sew eRPPairce21§ num
1-7 ; as defined. i PaSRdcsd,v erOeldd bt)he entirety of the Site

|l mddi,t itohne feocloll cbwityand | ect ed by RSK were used to informt

- wintering bird survey of suitable habitat surrou
March 2019 inclusive (RSK, 2019) .

Tgethetrhe ecol oglye scuri ey udsdetaay ¢ oraei anof nomerm d agaocedn s | bgri c al
practice as required. An assegoeaomrnatctaofc ei mud dted i ines mad e
mitigation hierarchy ofnaabdtidanaed mhhhgatment . compe

Scope Terminol ogy

1.12

Asummeorfy t er mi nol ogy used to define areas of significanc

- Sitethe area of | and within the application site
i s tcoonbset ruct ed;

- Proposed Devieheoepdhewe!l opment, which is proposed w
the construction of the new convertMemhstgati on ar
Wat Bprisnd MHWS)

Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM
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- Onshore Cab:lteh eRorud et e whi chb tbanencetwi ngabtlhe Pro
Devel opment -atnat itcdhre issubproposed to take. This wil
devel opment rights and is not within the scope of

- Of fshore Ca:btl ke Rrowu tee whi ch t he hew Prbpesecdonnr

Devel opment to a converter station in Dunkerque,
subject to a separate marine |icence application
Devel opment; and

- Wider Kingsnorth Poptwee ed®t avi t dam n Swhe chwéhe RPS s
conducted, which extends to the boundaries of the
includes an area of coastal grassland to the wes!

Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM
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2.Rel evant Wi | dl|l,Pbéi tgg
and Gui dance

21 Thi@®ssessimast buenednert aken taking into account relevant | e
national, regional amsd nmnomoals e amnitrhge pscelcitciyons bel ow.

Wil dlife Legislation

22 The key pieces of |l egislation reliaténgndpreat di€addiyse¢mv:

- The Conservation of Habitatg¢aandam8pedeidé¢s Regul at i
- The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amende
- The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 200
- The NaBnuwriarlonment and Rur al Communities (NERC) Ac
- The I nvasive Alien Species (Enfsorcement and Per mi
- The Protection of Badgers Act 1992; a n d

- The Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996.

2.3 |l s howled not ed t hat t he new iBEmnvdianounanreyn t2 0B2 0,1 wheilceha siesd c ur r
by Parliament, includes provisions to mandate net gain |
a 10% increase in biodiversity units afterevelvep ngmte.nt

The Conservation of Habitats and Sp

(as amended)

24 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2
which the European Union Directive aonnd tFhleorNa t(ur2al4 3H aEbEC
Habitats Directive) is transposed in UK | aw.

25 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2«
protecé&Euonpebdknoiwnesas Special Areas oft €otnidgtanr wafteiaon ( S A
protected( isnpcelcudeisng bat species), and the adaptation o
protection of European Sites. As well as sites designat
UK Government podicynseéemanasi onally i mportant wetl ands
Convention 1971 (Ramsar sites) are afforded the same p
(classified under Article 4 of the EC BirchosnsbhDideedthigv e
devel opment proposals that may affect them.

26 I n addition, the need for an assessment of i mpacts on N
Habitats Directive 1992 and interpreted imdoSBedcitesh |
Regul ations 2017 (as amended). The wultimate aim of the
conservation status, natur al habitats and species of wi
Directive, Armitimcrel 2t2s)toThiaditats and species, not the
the sites have a significant role in delivering favoura

27 The Habitats Directive applies the precautiesnahptpodiAmgi
plan or project not directly connected with or necessar
significant effect thereon, either individually or in c
to approprmeantte oafs sietsss i mpl i cati on& fcomstehme agiitos iomj\wice w

28 Projects can only be permitted having ascertained that
site(s) in question. Proj ectosn VEuUtrho pperaend iscitteeds amhwe rsstd |il mj
are no alternatives to them and there are | mperative Re
why they should go ahead. I n such cases, compreintsyatafon w
the site network.

Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM
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29 The Regul ations also amended the Wildlife and Countrysi
5 and 8 to consider provisions made by the Habitat Re
Eur opean Protedhtetgd a$Spociodsf.erd further clarification t
ireckl esso of fences on wild animals, which was previous
Act 200W) .( C

The Wil dlife and Countryside Act 19

210 Alslpecies of wild bird in the UK are protected under Par
1981 (as amended) (WCA). They are protected against inte
damaging or destr obyeiinngg nbeusitlst ,i nanuds et aokri ng or destroying

211 I n addition to general protection for birds, certain s
special protection. These birds are either: rardg,0 endan
the protection afforded to all bird species, it is an o
the specially protected Schedule 1 |listed species when

212 The Secretary of State may lalPsrootdeecstiigonnat(es uAlrjeeacst otfo Sepxecc
further protection to birds).

213 The WCA makes it an offence (subject to exceptions) to i
on Schedule 5, and prohibits i nltteerrf ecrenpeotwedthi opnl,acers
di sturbing animals occupying such places.

214 The WCA makes it an offence (subject to exceptions) to
l'isted in Schedul e 8.

215 The WCA contains measureenat ncheadcules tn@akifioviseh psepretc i cefs nwchn
may be detrimental to native wildlife.

The Countryside andoVWi gictts 2000 OWay (

216 Schedul e I®R2W oActt haemednds t he species provisions of the WC
foredathened species. The prov@si es)s admbdiaet ec ear tnaeiw ooffffeennccee s
di sturbance, provide greater powers to police and wil dl
wildlife tissue sampl elsl 6 ohe DWNiAermr npéyasli tsi,ea@andn ean@nvi ct i

Thélatur al Environment and Rur al Com

2006

217 Section 41 of the NERC Act requires the I|listing of habit
| mportance fvoart itohne ocfonbsieordi ver sity in Engl and, includi n¢
have been identified as priorities within the UK Biodiyv

218 The NERC Act requires that the Se-makens 44§ ubtlhisca shbopdui Llesse d
including | ocal and regional authorities, in implementi
6to have regardd to the conservation of biodiversity in

The I nAdskmeci aesof(Eement and Per mit

2019

219 The I nvasive Alien Species (I AS) (Enforcement and Per mit
release into the wild of any ani mal which fiis not ordir
Britain in a wild stateo.

Th®r otection of Badgers Act 1992

220 Badgers and their setts ( bRirratoenst)i armAcolf® ORaTHpdsesmalkredse ri tt |
of fence to kildl or twakeata dabadgeerrtf @eacrertwa it hy ai Ibladger s
di sturbing a badger while it is occupying a sett.

Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM
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221 Licences may be granted in order to close down setts, [o
activities close to a badgbansettAtlhiaceméeghwi Irleshué tr é qui
be damaged or destroyed in the course of devel opment C

di sturbed

The Wil d Mammals (Protection) Act 1

222 The Wild Ma mmal s (Protaatiodrf)enbAet tot datngseniti omal |y cau
unnecessary suffering by certain methods, including cru
common mammal s sW¥oahpas )vead peaex (

Nati onal Pl anning Policy

223 The revi sed nMatnigonkRad!l i Rlya Fr amewor k ( NPPF) (Depart ment
Government , 2019) was publ i shed in July 2018 and upd:é
Government d8s planning policies for Engl and and how t he

spersedes the previous NPPF published in March 2012.

224 The revised NPPF maintains the presumption in favour (
delivered in accordance with three main objective areas
8)The revised NPPF aims to enable | ocal people and their
| ocal and neighbourhood plans, which should be interpre

priorities of their communities.
225 Polici ®&3 exzndves within the NPPF which are of particul ar

1) Paragraph 170 of the rRlvansneidn gNPpPoFl isctiaetse santdhadecii si ons
and enhance the natur al and | ocal endi promvmeditndyrée té mg
for biodiversity, including by establishing coherent
and future&.pressures

2) I n addition, p arRlgamsp hs hlo7ull ds:t adiesst ifingui sh bet ween the

nati onal and locally designated sites; allocate | and w
consi stent with other policies in this Framewor k; t
enhancing networks of habiaadsphad Goeenhhénénhabhcemte
capital at a catchment or | andscape scale across | oca
3) The i mportance of ecological net wor ks iTso sptrroetsescetd ainnd

enhance bi odiewdri svietrysigarnyd pl ans shoul d:

a) ldentify, map and safeguardicbmparmarntas sofanbdoovaldew
net wor ks, including the hierarchy of international
i mportance for bioddrverandysteppiding fet emegs ithat con
identified by national and | ocal partnerships for h
creation; and

b) promote the conservation, restoration andauoekbBanceme
and the protection and recovery of priority specie
securing measurable net gains for biodiversity.oo

4 In relation to the determination of planning applica
autihoiedould apply the following principles:

ay if significant harm to biodiversity resulting from ¢
on an alternative site with |l ess har mful i mpacts),
compensatedhta planning permission should be refuse

b) devel opment on | and within or outside a Site of Spe
have an adverse effect on it (either individually ol
not abflry be permitted. The only exception is where
|l ocation proposed clearly outweigh both its I|likely
speci al scientific interest, ametamwy kbrodadSart eismpod ¢ |
Scientific Interest;

Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM

13



GridLink Interconnector

c) devel opment resulting in the | oss or deterioration
woodl and and ancient or veteran trees) should be r
reasons aid eaco®mptetnsati on strategy exists; and

d devel opment whose primary objective is to conserve ¢
whil e opportunities to incorporate biodiversity i mp

be encouragedwheespebial tgn secure measurable net ga

5) Paragraph 177Thset appreess utntpatti om i n favour of sustainabl e
where devel opment requiring appropriate assedgsment be
is being planned or determinedo.

Local Pl anning Policy and Gui
226 The Medway Local Plan 2003 (Medway Council, 2003) set
devel opment in Medway. This includes the foéel owmegt pol i

regarding

- Po

A

potential ecological issues (for full wording

l'icy BNEG6: Landscape Design

iMaj or developments should include a terrestri
character of the local sthem®etahbeldd| badsudmin
devel opment commences and should have regard t

V. Support wildlife by the cmhadurah drabéebnhasc
the use of indigenous plant materi al where app
- Policy5:BNEWt ernational and National Nature Conser
A flnternational and National Nature Conservatic
map, will bteergm vpernotleocntg on:
i Classified and potenti al Speci al Protecti o
ii. Listeprapdsed Ramsar sites;
iil. Nati onal Nature Reserves,;
iv. Sites of Special Scientific Interesto
A States the commitment of Medway Council to ens
or indirectly cause materi al harm to any such
- Policy BNE36: StNaattuergei cCoannsde rLvoactailon Si tes
A AStrategic and Local Nat ure Conservation Sites
be givdrrimmpgotection:
i Sites of Nature Conservation Interest:;
ii. Designated and proposed Local Nature Reser:
A States the coemhwatymeGaunocfi IMto ensuring devel opr
or indirectly cause materi al harm to any such
- Policy BNE37: Wildlife Habitats
AfiDevel opment that would cause a |l oss, directly
or featur etsednobty pprooltiecci es BNE35 and BNE36 will
i There i s an overriding need for t he dev
i mportance of these wildlife resources;
ii. no reasonable alternative site 1is (or i s
wood| atnetrj diam habitats and calcareous (chal
iii. the devel opment is designed to minimise th
iv. appropriate compensatory measures are provi
- Policy BNE38: Wildlife Corridors and Stepping St
AfDevel opmewheskopltdctical, make provision for
net work of wildlife corridors and stepping stol
- Policy BNE39: Protected Species
AiDevel opment wil/ not be permitted i f statutor
will be; hamdnedo
Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM
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>
=1

Conditions wil |l be attached, and/ or obligatior
nd/ or their habitats are safeguarded and mai n:

Q

- Policy BNE43: Trees on Development Sites

A ADevel opment should seek to rencGaintherelsandvooalp
features that provide a valuable contribution

- Policy BNE46: Devel oped Coast

ADevel opment will be permitted in and alongsid
the proposals map, when:
i The appearance afnfdtlReavéioantmeins iomproved. 0

227 Medway Counci l is currently preparing the new Medway Lo
the 2003 Medway Local Pl an.

228 The 1997 Kent Biodiversity Action Plan (Kent ®Babldé ver sit
the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity in the
including woodland and scrub, hedger ows, neutral and 1
standing water and i nteratlisdali nmiddasd Sparecdes Action Pl
wat er Avolie o a) ,t eolrwetsrta) ((Isuht a ze | Mws cnmrudien s )avVv eslelraontarnieu s

(Ept esi cus) ,semiog Htoiarsg aali e (me)g aarnhdy ngcrheoast Ta ri € utreuds) .cawtst(at us

229 The Kent Red Data Book (Waite, 1999) provides informatic
f auna. |t contains accounts for over 1,300 species, i ncl
Devel opmentnuimealowdi ppd ant and invertebrate speci es, rept
al | bat species and other mammal species such as water

Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM
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3. Met hodol ogy and

| mpac
Significance Criteri a
Standards and Gui dance

31 The&uddelines for Ecological | mpact Assessment in the UK
of Ecol ogy and Envir oQinEeEhM,2132( 008 h a g eCrheErEtM (Ec | A gui del i n
guidance on the process of ifdeeanttuirfeysi,n gc htahrea cvtaelru es i onfg e cm
and assessing whether these impacts are significant. Tt
compensation and enhancement wunderpin the CIEEM Ecl A gu

32 As pé@& EEM Ecl A guildewiimg sdeftihrei tfiodns are used for the t

- I mpddctions resulting in changeasdd to an ecologica

- Effie®tit come to an ecologicéal feature from an i mpz:

Assessment Met hodol ogy

Met hodol ogy for Det erndiiniimg sBasdal i n
Sensitive Receptors

33 Methods for determining baseline conditions and sensi
Devel opment are described bel ow.

Desk StAEBHgOM)
34 A desk study was carried out by ABJdOM idne s2i0g2n0a ttioo nisd eanntd f

and notable habitats and species potentially relevant t
35 The desk study identified international nature conseryv
statutory natur e toossr vwittihoinn d2eksm gofh shat BStidrey amalt ulr
conservation designations, and protected and notabl e ha

36 The desk study was carried -Agenayi go glraga mhifcr olm ftolrema M
Cantryside (MAGIC) website (Defra, 2020) and Kent and N
2020) .

Phase 1 Habi(tAEtCOM)r v ey

37 A Phase 1 habitat survey was undertaken by AECOM in acco
Nat ur e ConGeemmiatttieoen ( JNCC) , 2010a) . Phase 1 habitat sur
habitat types and habitat features within a survey area.
to determine the | ikely ecol ongyi cnaolr ev aslpueec i offi ca ssuirtvee,y awnc
need to be carried out prior to the submission of a plan
target notes on protected, not able and invasive species

38 The survey was URdenret ak0elIn9s obhyt dtBWwoy qual i fi ed ecol ogists
mapped all habitat types present within the Site, al ong
observed.

39 The aim of the extended Phase 1 habitat s uwrfvehabwasattso
present within and adjacent to the Site. The extent of
appropriately scaled map. Where i mportant ecological f
recorded and the wonsohi obheoPhahesé WIBDIi Appemdpx (RKigur e

310 Typi cal and notable plant species were recorded for dif
time of survey. This was not intended toemt, aaslet aiid eids
required for the purposes of Phase 1 habitat survey. B

Stace (2019).
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311 I n addition, the Site was subjecte t3 Na r2Mha®ds g RIP Sh a RiOtldta ):
i n adcacnocre with standard JNCC methodology (JNCC, 2010a) .
and species, the findings of the RPS Phase 1 habitat su
phase 1 habitat survey as appropriate.

Botanical( R®)r vey

312 RPS identified five Areas within the Wider Kingsnorth
uncommon plant species (as defined in RPS, 2019b; areas
two further botanical wayl keorvce rJ Wuys 2089 .Isye cRP S ni mf MATr e a
into t hwesgouwtolr ner of ArheeasSivweer.e AdUt soitdheerof the Site bot
any plant species with rarity status (e. g. Naast idoenfailned w
Scarce or Species of Principal |l mportance under the NE
estimate of abundance blased on the DAFOR scale

A

il A e ' | [ ste vouncary

£ [ o5 f S = Areas with rare plants
it J i o ., & 57 areat
-y Area2
[ Areas
[ Aread
[ mreas

Parce| 7 nat surveyed - no acoes
Fapate

Clent URiper
Frojeel Kingsnorty

e Argas whers rare plants wars fourd
churing 201§ surveys

: o r
e ! /I staus Draan By PANCHesiod By
Issue K MF
Project Number  Scam A3 Deto Granied
ECO0DE17 1:8.500 weTNe
4 i Faqura ruraer i3
k 24 o1

B ECIADNT 408 AR 501700311 R AT 5 O a0

v o o 5 i ol e 178 im0 5S4 oo DS e © v s s b 23 | PHOIEUREOT

Pl alt e Ariedaesnt i fi ed as potent ipalldnyt ssupepcoirgs 211 U ncwmvmoN ( RP
2019hb)

l nvertebrate SCRBPSNhg Survey
313 RPndertook an invertebi'mMag 20bPj ngompriveyngnadwal kove
experiemttcemol odgiustismg which the Wi deri tkd rapasse sfstetd iPosver |

potenti al to support protected and notable invertebrate
within S41 of the NERC Act 2006. This survey concluded
narrow r angeanodf wiodnensopor ead i nvertebrate species, such ¢t}
survey.

Great Crested (REWBt) Survey
Scoping

314 I n 2RRS dentified 24 waterbodies within the Wider King:
supporting great(asr shtoavsh mewt he RPS Ecol ogy Survey Rep
bel ow) . Six of these waterbodies are within 250m of the
separfanred the Site by major barriers tloarngoev ernbeands ,o fi ngtreer
habitat).

! DAFOR scale: Dominant (75% cover); Abundant (51-75%), Frequent (26-50%), Occasional (11-25%) and Rare (1-10%).
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[ site baundary

I Fond subject fo HS| survey
[777] Pand tested for eDNA
[ Pond fuby surveyed for Gon

Ditch subjeet 1o HSI survey & tesled
for GCN eONA

= = Ditch fully surveyed for GON

HNote
GCN egas found duing HSI survey of F1-na
eDNA testing necessary

Parcel 7 nol survayed - no access

c.nt Uniper

Project Kingsnoth

Twe  Locatlon of watamodies surveyed
for Great Crested Newts

status DmwnBy  PWCneoked By
Issue KM WF
Projoct Number  Scak@AI  Dete Grested
ECOD0S17 15500 210118
Fiure Numbar Ry
22 02

rpsgroup.com

© rim coppch s AR e 31D L s AHOS031 75 00 48, HDSHEAGE. Comtie O Sy s & rome g v s g 310

Pl a2 eLocations of waterbodies surveys for great crested

315 The proximities of these water ballibeed otwa t he Site are su
TablWaterbodies within 250m of the Site and/or Onshore C
newt survey (RPS, 2019b)

Waterbody reference Approximate distance from Site Approximate distance from Onshore Cable Route

D5 1.0km west 100m west (40m south-west of the sub-station)

D6 <5m east 180m east

D7a 320m south-west 20m south

P2 250m north 270m north

P13 650m west 20m west

P17 Within Site <10m east

Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) Assessment

316 The wateodbodped ind during the 2019 wWRP® grudatecctr & ot eHal
Suitabilitgssademe (ARSI YBpridb 2019 in accordance with t he
Ol dhatm (a200.00) . The calculation offegqlnéer BHS| t daobr ¢ hef fal Wwa
vari ables are recorded and assigned a numerical value:

- Location within Britain;
- Pond area;
- Pond drying (based on both | ocal knowl edge and fi
- Water quality;
- Percentage perimeter shaded;
- Presence orf avmsenmdeo wd ;
Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM
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- Presence or absence of fish;
- Number of ponds situated within 1km;
- Suitability of terrestrial habitat; and

- Percentage of macrophyte cover

317 The results of tweersetl8r edssasamentdance wiTahl eh2 bel owri

Tab2 Hdabitat Suitability Index score and interpretation |
HSI score Waterbody suitability for great crested newt

>0.8 Excellent

0.7 Good

0.6 Average

0.5 Below average

<0.5 Poor

eDNA Survey

318 Environment al DNA (eDNA) refers to DNA that can be extr a
soil or faeces without first isolating any target organi
the envirohmemgt ,t henaktecti on of great crested newt t hi
samples from waterbodies.

319 Based on the results of HSI assessment and a review of t
popul ations present ., ,esa walshbssetl eaft edatf @emrboeddNA survey to
absence of great crested newt. This included five of 1t
and/ or Onshore Cable Route: D5, D6, D7a, P2 and P17.

320 Col l ection of wateml|lgampl ewasf ande D NAfkprmi |by2 ORIPIS ionn alcéc or
with the methodol ogy recommended in Techreitc@20RA4d)V.i clen No-
Il ine with this guidance, water samples werrebodol. | g&atoad f
these combined water samples a subsample from each wa
subsequent | aboratory analysis.

321 For eDNA samples collected withhprit htewp&)Omume gaitriviey mwe
from eDEAssare accepted as evidence of I|likely absence o
in qguestion, and further survey is not then required. As
window, a negative resul t gc aanb sheen cree loife dg ruepaotn cfroers tceodn fnierw
indicate that great crested newt DNA is present wi t hin
required to inform an estimation of population size.
Popul aMoinont ori ng Survey

322 RPS wundert omrk momiutlartiing surveys of waterbodies within
Site that returned positive eDNA results. The aim of poj
of any great crested newt popul atoifonrsel pveasnneret .t oRetghaer dR
Devel opment (dabdekbmvid)ed R was the only waterbody that
survey result.

323 Popul ation monitoring survey of P2 was unddrathggk em ien ac
al2.00,1)comprising a series of six survey visits, with the
visit:

- Bottle thoappieng deps$ awemdehe evening at densities
metres of shoreline (wherferfdasipkelcd)i ommnd nl &fhte ano
were partialllgyawiubbgneameai r )ambdbkeciumnetdhédybat chee
with a high wiisddebotcAtjyyobhapbeotol5 bottle traps we
each visit. Botundderttrakpmi nign wawsi t abl e weather
excesswamrmyor cold weather;
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- Torching: the waterbody was searched after dusk using high-powered torches to scan the
margins and potential display areas for newts. This involved slowly walking the perimeter of
the waterbody, spending approximately 15 minutes torching per 50m of shoreline, recording
any newts observed; and

- Egg searching: any suitable vegetation (e.g. water mint Mentha aquatica) was examined
for newt eggs, with folded leaves gently opened to check for eggs. In the event that a great
crested newt egg is identified, no further leaves are opened (to minimise any further
disturbance).

324 Popul mbhobnhnoring survey of P2 was undegs tda&«tdaibBleedlsauw:t abl

Tab3.2019 great crested newt population monitoring surve)

Visit number Date Temperature (°C) Rain Wind

1 26/04/2019 12 None Light breeze
2 29/04/2019 10 None Light breeze
3 09/05/2019 15 None Light breeze
4 14/05/2019 13 None Light breeze
5 21/05/2019 14 None Light breeze
6 10/06/2019 15 Light rain Light breeze

Reptil e (RPSYyey
325 RPSndertook an artificial rFMeafyu g2e0 1s9u, r vdeuyr ifnogr whe pcthi |3e5s5

felmeasuring approximately O0.5m by 0.5m) were installed

Whil st no artificiwilt hied utghe Svietre, iapgraddiedatel y 140
reptile habitat (including habitat within the Onshore

habitat within the Site (see the RPS Bcbkbgw) purvey Rep

- -7.._7. il ] S, St boundary

4 Reptie efuga

Parsl 7 not surveyed - no access

Shent Uniper

Pret  Kingsnorh

Tie  Location af repble refuga for 2019
sureys

stans Doy PChodkad 5
lssue MF

Proect tambar  Geale A5 Do Canaed
ELCHne17 18200 TG
Figureumsar Feew
3 01

17 e A o a0

o8

T s = .

] o a0 i o1 70U e e - COOARD TUTD 550 SRS ek 1ot B 010 e el i dinton e s | (PEROUBEOM
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Pl a2 eLocation of reptile refugia for 2019 survey (RPS,

3.26 A ott al ofsus weagsmwdarse undiemt Apaginl2019, duringrwh imeehraeal | art
checkerdeptiin essuitabl e weather conditions in accordance W
(1998). Survey dat dst antalbdddediotwi.ons ar e

Tab4.2019

reptile survey conditions (RPS, 2019b)

Survey visit Date Temperature (°C) Weather conditions

1 25/04/19 16 Dry, intermittent sun, light breeze

2 29/04/19 13 Overcast, light breeze

3 01/05/19 10 Dry, intermittent sun, light breeze

4 08/05/19 11 Very light rain, overcast, moderate breeze
5 14/05/19 14 Sunny, light breeze

6 22/05/19 14 Dry, sunny, light breeze

7 30-31/05/19 15/18 Dry, intermittent sun, light breeze

327 Refugianwernally inspected from a suitmagy ebdilsaakicreg ton i

wit hout causingefdugitariwaneet hBn approachedexcamienfeul tltye an

ground beneath for reptibessutbth addbraisanngsairtall eanlda i

i nspewitseuladrl yrepti l es. The species, |life stage and sex o
Wintering Bird Survey

20128019 (RSK Wintering Bird Survey)

328 | n 220189
habitat

RS K
within Medway Estuary and Marshes SPA and Ramss

undertbiokdaswiweyrcoageri ng hablihtiat iandcjlaicdeend

and south of the Site within the Medway Esitnuatrlye RS gr
report as Hoo Marsh). Details of the RSK survey area at
Bird Survey Report (RSK, 2019).

329 I n summary, seven survey vi sDesewmbee @0 dMarracahkl e22021b%,t weietnh
surveyg vismetdl to enable recording of birds at various ti
| ocation were counted and recorded, in order to obtain |
feeding and/ or roosting assembl ages.

330 Surveystamdngonditi oilmFeekowhown in

Tab% 20128019

wintering bird survey conditions (RSK, 2019)

Survey date Start time (high tide) Weather conditions
20/12/2018 09:00 (10:18) Wind 3 SW, Cloud 2, 9°C
17/01/2019 09:00 (08:38) Wind 5 NW, Cloud 5, 2°C, Light rain at 08:00
22/01/2019 08:30 (14:17) Wind 3 N, Cloud 3, Bright and sunny
12/02/2019 08:30 (17:22) Wind 2 SE, Cloud 4, Clear
27/02/2019 08:00 (18:42) Wind 1 S, Cloud 0, Sunny and clear
07/03/2019 09:00 (13:32) Wind 5-6 NE, Cloud 2, Bright and dry
22/03/2019 08:30 (13:44) Wind 3 SE, Cloud 8, 9°C
331 Peak counts were compared to internatdataaatd, SRPRAft Ramahar an

popul ations

and peak

using

to ascertain whether the survey area suppor

countegwBrietmatdeToest for Ornithology (BTO) WeB

standard BTO symbols and codes.
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201220020 (AECOM Wintering Bird Survey)

332 I n 2000 AECOM wundertook a wintering bird survey compr.i
tide and one high tide visit per mont h) bet ween Octobe
covered a period of at Iltevodstsutiwabhogurgu,alddiiiedg owlmiidahol o
route that allowed observation of all habitat within th
within the Onshore Cable Route), as weltlk dsedbeheedmajoponr
6Survey Area; WHowrd itmeFIAECOM Wintering Bird Survey Rep
species encountered were made, with birds that coul d n
songs. The eoal kwals tirmtnsr spersed with stops at vantage po¢c
habitat were scanned wusing high powered optical equi p mi
were recorded on field maps wusi ng (sBtTaO)d ag e cHreist i cschd eTsr
behaviour notation (Marchant, 1983; Gil bert et al , 1998

333 Surveys were undertaken in suitable weather conditions,
behaviour may be atypical and/ veery gurmieywisngnnday olme iit mporn
i Tabbaend Table 7 bel ow.

Tab6.20120020 AECOM wintering bird survey conditions (Il ow
Survey date Timing Temperature (°C)  Weather conditions
24/10/2019 15:30-17:40 12 Dry (heavy rain prior to survey), intermittent sun, moderate
breeze
20/11/2019 11:00-14:00 7 Dry, intermittent sun, windy
05/12/2019 11:00-13:30 3 Dry, intermittent sun, fairly light breeze
17/01/2020 09:45-12:30 9 Dry, intermittent sun, windy
18/02/2020 13:00-15:45 11 Largely dry (light rain from 15:00), overcast, windy
03/03/2020 10:00-13:00 10 Dry, sunny to overcast, moderate breeze
TabT.20120020 AECOM wintering bird survey conditions (high
Survey date Timing Temperature (°C)  Weather conditions
28/10/2019 11:20-13:45 11 Dry, sunny, moderate breeze
12/11/2019 11:20-13:50 7 Dry, sunny (start) to overcast (end), windy
11/12/2019 10:50-13:15 7 Dry, sunny, moderate breeze
23/01/2020 10:15-12:45 7 Dry, overcast, calm
24/02/2020 12:00-14:15 10 Rain throughout, overcast, very windy
09/03/2020 11:15-13:45 10 Dry, sunny to overcast, windy
Assessment Criteria

33 The Site |lies partially within the Medway Estuary and M
whi cttesisgnated for its internationally papbobirc¢ahar want em:t
was paid to speci e®sdagmtarthi édonMeodfway oEstheary and Mar shes
(as detailed within theiVolcimetd olbcsa-Wisagey efasgdrEBOM® of t |
202)0)

335 I n addition, the conservation status of birds recorded
againsbolllwavingr i a:

- EC Directive on the Conservation of Wi ld Birds 2
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3.36

3.37

3.38

3.39

3.40

3.41

- Wildlife and CouasameynsdieddSchAetdul @81 ;( and
- NEREBct 2006 Section 41.

Birds were also categorised according to their | evel of
status and séebbZallx)y. (TEhaetsoen are known as the Birds of C
Red, Amber and Green I|lists. Where these species are pre
into account in determining the Iikely impacts of propo
Redstl ispecies are:

- those that are 6Globally Threatenedd according to
of Nature and Natur al Resources) criteria;
- those whose population or range has declined rapi

- those that hawveridealliwnwedntti not shown a substanti :

Ambérn st species are:

- those with an unfavourable conservation status i
- those whose population or range has declined mod:

- those whose popul at icand |ha s ude arlaidree da rsiusbtsdraint i al

- those with |Iimited populations and | ow breeding |
- those with internationally important or | ocalise:
Green |ist species are not of conservatiron ngomderds amd !
UK. Several introduceRhayiexn es) d el ghnh ptheacsanrtded Red, Am
status. |t should be noted that BoCC Red, Amber or Gree

Annex 1 of t hectEiCveBi 20069 Didrr Schedule 1 of the Wildlif
amended) .

The regional conservation status of birds recorded was a
1999), which provides informatiodh folnorKenamd frauvueast @fmdt
species |listed, six of these quali Rgcuhvougbhifrhftavhwieht:

tail edLigmdsvat,| irndods @aat ella vdsibved, rl aviiar toen t e dA ngsoeors ea,l bp if mtoanisl
Amrs aaundalCadti dri 9. c&out ws nter bird populations to qual
the British population and >4% of the relevant interna
flyway).

Wintering waterbied wophi attbesSueveydArea were compare
citation populations for Medway Estuary and Marshes, nal
and current Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) dmagaBi(fodor Sbuvewne
Report).

Breeding Bird Survey

3.42

3.43

3.44

2019 @BREBR®&ding Bi)rd Survey

RPS undertook a breedi-hgnebi2@19% ubaegd ian Aprislt andard
met hodol ogy in accetdabt®98) teatn &ai(B2b0BObOYy)v.e r eldi & heo ent i r et
the Wider Kingsnorth Power Station Site, encompassing a
adjacent habitat to the north, west , south and east of

Survey Vvisits were wundert akemmefeoarrd ymiidd atyh)e, ndourrniinngg whfiic
experienced ornithologists walked a transect around t he
and mapping all birds encountered (with the aid of opti
beMeen visits to ensure that all areas were covered at v

The RPS breeding bird survey comprised five survey vVvisi
- visitttstApr 4l 2019;
- visitmMm38Apdivl 2019;
- VisintdrMay22019;
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3.45

3.46

3.47

3.48

3.49

3.50

- visitlBeaMag92019; and
- visithiGnel2019

The fdiaéMed e subsequently used to compile territory maps
assessment of records from all/l survey vVvisits and infori
(e. g. singing males, nest buBhdedgonattbesesiobsernnéeri aaont
drawn around these registrations, with the centre point
the nest itself had been | ocated). Once conplieltleystarldt e

|l ocation and spread across the Wider Kingsnorth Power S

The breeding status of birds recorded is defined by the
establishment of an identifiedetdengiboryjkehygseot bat bae
those that are foraging, visiting or resting only. Bird

Considering the Iikely scope of impacts associated with
by RPS wimthbifnt2®20Site are discussed in Section 4 of thi

2020 ( AEC®O®&Mdi ng Bird Survey

AECOMnNndert ook a breedimmgi dimg s useriyes of five survey vi
March and July 2020 incl ubsrieveedi e vead sngn .t hTeh @ eGdkmmdn t Bier

(Marchanmet ha®sBt)i | i sedi denborieflegdri ntgo t err it or ieeds .peJurovdey v
ofappr oxi mahoedrys ,f oduur i ng which two suiddablty aneeicé fi edt or
al ledfwo r observation of al | habitat within the Site and
surrounding the Onshore Cable Route), as wel/l as ot her

as the OSuirnvdeidc aitineg &@® ofVdlheeme 4 Ec o-dBageye dRespo iBti rwhi c h
birds would be expected to breed.

Al l bird actiwa tyeecorcdadntfeagleldowi ng the standard CBC not ¢
for Ornithology C(CBENh@Rrl tpscareeycodsmpgle theehde WCeBeCn fi el d r e
wergubsequently used to compile territory maps for eac|

territories for enacshe tseprentiineesd rfercoont dehde ma p ppendd s wsroM eayt ed a |
areas within which birds displayed congeitsiad@®8) bheeding

territory mapping method is based on the observation th
season. This i spamestri marsk ewheirem territories are often d
di splay and territorial di sputes with neighbouring cons
that mapped registrations from repeadl ussurewey s aopfprtolxeée m:
coinciding with territories. Al e swteirpela @ tetdee dpeloanni t ory c e
Survwgmilendertaken in suitable weather conditions, avoidi
behavi our pmacyalbeanad/y or surveying may be i mpractical ). S

in Table 8 bel ow.

Tab8e 2020 AECOM breeding bird survey conditions

Survey date Timing Temperature (°C) Weather conditions

30/03/20 07:30-11:30 4-7 Dry, overcast to sunny (50-100% cloud), fairly light breeze
(BF2)

30/04/20 07:10-11:40 7-12 Largely dry (light rain from 09:00-09:30), intermittent sun (60-

100% cloud), moderate breeze (BF2-4)

21/05/20 07:15-11:45 18-26 Dry, sunny (5-50% cloud), light to moderate breeze (BF1-3)

19/06/20 07:00-11:00 13-17 Largely dry with brief showers, intermittent sun (70-100%
cloud), moderate breeze (BF3)

03/07/20 07:00-11:00 12-16 Dry, sunny (5-10% cloud), moderate breeze (BF2-4)

2 Marchant, J.H. (1983). BTO Common Birds Census Instructions. British Trust for Ornithology, Tring.
3 http://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/ul6/downloads/forms _instructions/bto _bird species codes.pdf

4 Gilbert G, Gibbons D.W. and Evans J. (1998) Bird Monitoring Methods. RSPB Sandy.
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3.51

Assessmeint ecCi a
The breeding bird surveys focused on species afforded s

onisfsconsenveresactddme det ai lls), including
- species |listed on Annex 1 of the EC Directive o
(2009/ 14771 EC) ;
- species |listed oWi ISdtlhiefda|l &@nd ©d uas dmeynsdiedde) ;Act 1981
- species listed as Species of Principal | mportanc ¢

- species included in the Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC) Red and Amber lists (Eaton
et al. 2015); and

- species occurring in numbers of national, regional or local importance such as those within
the Kent Red Data Book.

Badger SWRPWSeYy

3.52

3.53

Bat

3.54

3.55

RPS undertook a wal kover survey for signs of adger act
Site '@Jrun2e®19, during which all field signs were recorde:c
and assessment (i.e. activity level, current statwus) of
during RP8nsgervekxen between April and July 2019.

Terminologydesedi wheg the badger sett typppendi acBivity

S u(rRvPeSy)

Roost Suitability Assessment

A detailed t espredctboiwidbihigis the Site waddumned2oilakbdy am
appropriately | icenced RPS ecologist, in accordance wit
Jones & MclLeish (2004) and Collins (2016) .

Cl ose focusing bilneogceunida)r samdBwash@eédgh orch (Cluson Clulit
conduct an external assessment from the ground. Al | po
suitability to support roosting bats (e.onhgcwacths.,angr e
evidence which may have indicated the | ocation of roost

- Stains around entrance holes (resulting from the deposition of oil secretions in bat fur);
- Scratch marks around entrance holes (resulting from bat claw holds);

- Bat droppings;

- Feeding remains; and

- Odours or noise characteristic of bats.

356 On the basis of the assessment the overall suitability ¢
using a scale of negli giomlfe ameadve,{ Amedardatxel,@ i hsi gahs soers s me r
was basbeodd h the intrinsic suitability of the feature to
an indication of the I|likelihood of usdédweywshatoy (ex.pg.supre
el ements) .

Activity Survey

357 RPS undertook walked bat activity surveys throughout th
accordance with the met hodol cEgayc hd eatcaiilvdad yi swiCtedlyli yisnv 6
eperiesnncedewalrlsi ngdead imrea transecbrdiongeal | uswiang tEatcoun
echol ocati onhPedtetteercstoonr sD240X andReEomhadmelt ecdalTosucwmgr e sub:
analysed in Analook W and Baé¢spiuhidc astof o ware specioas i e
Transect roesiegnevéreo include potenti al f RP&htSupatels or
Ar ea, as well as potenti alr arnsestsa m@bud gent hiten eRePsS, y Ebcuoil lodgi n
Survey Report (RPS, 2019b) and Plate 4 below
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Pl a4t e Transect routes for bat activity survey and | ocati

2019b)

358 Survey visits were schedul edi nhdyacvondi highss Wwlthsoobéys
during suitable weather conditions which are summari sed

Tab9.2019 bat activity survey conditions (RPS, 2019b)

Transect Date Survey timing (sunset time) Temperature (°C) Weather conditions
number
1 Original data not
13/05/19 20:39-23:39 (20:39) 10 .
available
2 17/06/19 21:20-23:30 (21:17) 16-14 Dry, cloudy, calm
3 18/07/19 21:05-00:07 (21:05) 21-17 Dry, cloudy, calm
4 24/08/19 20:13-22:43 (20:28) 26 Dry, cloudy, calm
5 11/09/19 Original data not available

Static Monitoring

359 To supplement activity survey data awopsathatiof abheo@8tléd
echol odateohors (Anabat Express) were placed at wvari ou:
these were between approximately 400m and 1.1km from th
Report (RPS, 2019b) and Pl ate 4 above).

360 I n accordance iwiet hgubheasetl i preact( Col | ins, 2016) the static
mi ni mum of five consecutive nights in suitable weather
from 30 minutes before sunset unt i | q3uwe nnilnyutaensa | ayfsteedr us

Anal ook W and Kaleidoscope software to confirm species
361 Static detectors were deployed on the following dates:

- Detector P1 (approximately 4®B0mM5Ndr9th of the Sit
- Detector Ptha{abpr é6@édm nofrtthhe -5Bt @/ 1924/ 05/ 19
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- Detector P3 (approweéesmatef yt 7T608i neft880m north of
Route): - A7/ 0&/ 19D & 21¥8/7071/939 and

- Detector P4 (approxwiemat edfiyt telh d12komne srtcorrotth t he Onsho
Cabl e Routeldl/ Q6///10% /& 9V /70 71/91 9

Water Vol €éRBS)vey

3.62

3.63

RPS undertook a water vole survey in May and August 201¢
by Streaetclfa®.11). Thi s eavenbleahddietratkKi wmigtsmiom tthh.eeower St
Duringuthey all areas of snoivi algl sthakimsat dy&keg., dsliowhes
searched for signs of water vole acti wviutny,, Fayeidn g gp aretr
|l atrines and sightings of water voles themselves. I nfori
(e. g. habitat type, bank substrate/ profile and vegetat:i
The | ocations of waterbodresshauwnweyredt HFoerRmRWva tEcolvody Su

2019b) and Plate 5 below. Those of relTaba)mcceo ndpurei steo [k5h e
D6, D7/ D7a and P17

—— 02062018

‘ I o soreorss cnpNS

[Ty T p—————
b
N ey
YA N Ay ’
=
i
o o -

Siect Unper
Projet Kinganarh

THe  Locatizn of watar hodies suveyed
for water vala, 2019

Sictun Do By PM.Chackesd By
Issue K MF
Froject Hurber  Seale @47 Dale Creaee

Pl a% e Lo ceafwa toer bodi es surveyed for water vole in 2019 (R
Characterising Potenti al Ecol
364 Thpotemtbhbgical effects of the Proposed Devel opment ha

took into consideration the following criteria:

- Positive or negative: whet her the effect wildl re!
ecol ogicalk weaat hee it would i mprove or enhance i

- Magnitude: the size and intensity of the effect
individuals |l ost or gained, area of habitat | ost
conditions);

- Extent:titdhle sqpopape of the effect;

- Reversibility: the extent to which the effect wi
through active mitigati on;

- Duration: the Il ength of time over which the eff e
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- Timing andcfomsgqgudemayi on of the timing of events |

some effects might be of greater significance if

365 Potential impacts will be characterised erne ttihailsl yi sbyi ntthee

to the design of the Proposed Development. A sequenti al

compenfsateany significant i mpact s. Any additional mi ti
subsequently ideketyféekfdeanidvéehess assessed.

Significance Criteri a

Met hodol ogy for Determining Signif.i

366 The significance of the predicted impacts on i mportant ¢
associated with the iPmolpwdiedgi D@ esenl dp papaddnitt,i on al mitigatic
be assessed. The significance of the effects wildl be as

367 The CIEEM 2019 Ecl A guidelines state thatit edAl gi gmipbirc¢can
require assessment and reporting so that the decision n
consequences of permitting a project. A significant eff
should be giinvejnudveiimghtwhet her to authorise a project: i
given or refused and, if given, whether the effect is i
further requirements such asoensonnaotorn enoges sharsiilgyniddg watng
severe that consent for the project should be refused pl
significant negative ecological effects have been | awf
t ems , significant effects encompass i mpacts on the str

ecosystems and the <conservation status of habitats an
distribution). d

368 The valuation of sbteshmddeaWwukl syséeemst de. g. SSSIs are
and reflect the geographical contexfTabfevi hé bel aptpil ord
give geographic context.

TableExamples of criteria used to evalwuate important ec

context

Geographical level at Example of criteria
which ecological
feature is important

International (Very high)  An internationally important site, e.g. Special Protection Area (SPA), Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) or Ramsar; a regularly occurring population of an internationally
important species (listed on Annex IV of the Habitats Directive).

National (High) A nationally designated site, e.g. SSSI, or a site considered worthy of such designation; a
large regularly occurring population of a nationally important species.

Regional (Medium) An ecological feature identified in the local BAP. A smaller area of local BAP habitat which
are essential to maintain the viability of a larger whole; non-statutory designated sites; a
regularly occurring, locally significant number of a nationally important species. An
ecological feature identified as of priority within Section 41 of the NERC Act 2006.

Borough (Low) Ecological features that are scarce within the district or borough or which appreciably enrich
the district or borough habitat resource.

Local (Very low) A good example of a common or widespread ecological feature in the local area.

Negligible No or very limited ecological value.

Adverse Effects

369 For habitats and species, an effect is considered sign
i mporetcaonitofge atadur e woul d be compromised. Con(s20v%d) oms st a
Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM
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- regarding habitats: 6conservation status is dete
on the habitat that may affect its extent, struct
its typical s pegceioegsr awihtihcian argeiav,emnd

- regarding species: 6conservation status is deterr
species concerned t hat may affect its abundanc
geographical area. 6

370 The decision as toewhenhbhervaheofhasbatabl of an i mportant
be compromised was made wusing professional judgement t
relation to the predicted effects of the Proposed Devel

3710 A simil ar prdoocpetdeudr ef omasdeasi gnated sites that would be af
focus in this case wil/| be on the effects on the integr.]
Defra Circular 01/ 2005 Biodi (eOofdiitcye arfd tdeo|Degiud gyl Paca mse
-statutory obligations and their impact within the plann
and function, across a sitedébs whole area, t haantd /eonrab | e i
|l evel s of popul ations of species for which it was cl ass
the features for which a site has been classified/noti
effects on the esnseskereathoof sthess features.

372 For -s1itoamtutory sites, such features may not have been fo
with the designating authority (e.g. | ocal authority or

Beneficial Ef fect s

373 As per CIl EEM i2dell9i rnEecsl A gupositive effect will be consi de
that i mproves the quality of the environment e. g. by i
i mproving water quality. Posioivel ompagtan mayi aaf ismg i ded
of the environmento.

374 Beneficial effects could be permanent or temporary, di
factwathd brought together to assess t hei mpagntiatnud ee coofl otgh ¢
features and, wherever possible, the magnitude of the i

Magnitude of Potenti al | mpact

375 Professional judgement wil/l be used to assign the i mpac
four cl aganeés sdPalhflaThi s approach deviates from that adyvc
guidelines in order to allow comparison between differe

376 Maj or or moderate effects arer regaridgidblas efifgndatfs camne .
significant. Where significant effects occur, the scale
(i .e. international, national, regional, oowohtiyn, adiSStSd i
(a feature of high/national i mportance) may not al ways
significant at regional, county or district | evel
Tabl¥efinition of magnitude of i mpacts
Magnitude Definition
High A permanent or long-term effect on the extent or integrity of a site, habitat, species assemblage or

community, population or group. If adverse, this is likely to threaten its sustainability; if beneficial, this is

likely to substantially enhance its conservation status.

Medium A permanent or long-term effect on the extent or integrity of a site, habitat, species assemblage or
community, population or group. If adverse, this is unlikely to threaten its sustainability; if beneficial, this is
likely to be sustainable but unlikely to enhance its conservation status.

Low A permanent or long-term reversible effect on a site, habitat, species assemblage or community, population
or group whose magnitude is detectable but will not threaten its integrity.

Very low A short-term but reversible effect on the extent or size or integrity of a site, habitat, species assemblage or

community, population or group that is within the normal range.
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S
3.77

3.78

gni ficance of Potenti al | mp
|l mpacts and effects could be permanent or temporary, di
For this assessment a matrix approach wil/l be used wher
i mpact arfeercenocsesd rteo i de giniiff famindpeesk m&es categorisation
significance of i mpacts.

Tabl2Significance of i mpacts

Feature importance

Magnitude of impact

High Medium Low Very low
International and National (High) Major Major Moderate Minor
Regional (Medium) Major Moderate Minor Negligible
Borough (Low) Moderate Minor Negligible Negligible
Less than Borough (Very low) Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible
379 With retfer®mfcleéecncor dance wi 9% ECLEBMgukR@#l ines, a clear d
evi deémcsed ankdasead ujeudigreandeentsso t h-makeesi andnot her stakehoc
aware of the |l evel of subjective evaluation that has be
Termi nol ogy
380 The residual Rrfdped sDoV¥ edtdgemenaans|l ated to a significanc
negligible, mi nor , moder Bd kel 8 nldn mafabhrit eacsit3o natlésian e dt h e s e
conclusions an equi val drmte «Cd@EMuARIOgni dbealsierde .
Tabl2Rel ating CIEEM Assessment terms for significance | e

De

3.81

Effect significance terminology

Equivalent CIEEM assessment

Significant
(Beneficial)

Major Beneficial

Beneficial effect on structure/function or conservation status at regional,
national or international level

Moderate
Beneficial

Beneficial effect on structure/function or conservation status at regional level

Non-significant

Minor Beneficial

Beneficial effect on structure/function or conservation status at Site or local
level

Non-significant

Negligible

No effect on structure/function or conservation status

Non-significant

Minor Adverse

Adverse effect on structure or conservation status at Site - local level

Significant Moderate Adverse effect on structure/function or conservation status at regional level
(Adverse) Adverse

Major Adverse Adverse effect on structure/function or conservation status at regional, national

or international level

mi tations and Assumptions
sk Study
The aim of a desk study is to help characterise the bas:
background information that would not be captured by a
dur ihreg ctour se of a desk study is dependent wupon people a
records af eoef tihnet er est As such, a | ack of records for
necessarily mean that the uhrabiint atthse osrt usdpye ca reesa .d oL inkoetwi os
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P h

3.82

3.83

records for particular habitats and species does not aut
of interest or are relevant in the context of the Propo

ase 1 Habitat Survey

Where habitat boundaries coincide with physical boundar
determined by the scale of mapping. EIl sewhere, habitat n
by hleldd GPS. Where areaesn,oft hkegbiatret agprpe ogii mat e and st
measur emenwherme guitreed for design or construction.

A Phase 1 habivadestuakey wmasJune 2019, whiindrerit e kit hg o
vegetat i oan ¢ urrevcegyrachieni gr nnvoans i ve pl ant speci es.

Bat Survey

3.84

3.85

3.86

Bat survey | imitations are summarised in the RPS Ecolo
surveysnderé¢ aken at appropriate times of year and in su
Regarding asseoomdntsuaft abati ry, trees were inspected f
However, not all trees could be inspected for all aspec

structures/ vegetation).

Il dentification of bat calls to species level is |Iimited
certain calls could not be reliably identiMyedips o speci
Nyct alpusRainpdil d sige as appropriate

Wintering Bird Survey

387 The majority of AECOM survey visits were undertaken in
guidance regarding favourable survey conditions. Howeve
the exposed nature of the Survey Area (rather than beir
which survey visits were conducted). As such, the surve
assembl age present within the Survey Area.

388 The start of théODoctuohey 2059twan ¢l ayed. As a result,
Survey Area (e.g. on intertidal mudfl ats, within grasslil
by fading | ight. Auwsbjtehcets et oh aabiftuarttsh ewe rfei vse survey visits
to be a significant constraint to the wintering bird su

389 The weather conditions dur i ng'Ftethea usauryv e2y0 2Wi swietr eu nudef ratvaokt
strong wrads a&ahdoughout. This is generally considered |
waterbirds, although such <conditions are |likely to hah
conspicuousness of many speciesatpauntcbbarthwepéasaseéeriha
numbers of waterbirds were recorded during this survey
typically recorded within the Survey Area. As the other
condnsi this is not considered to have significantly af
conclusions and recommendations of this report.

390 When wundertaking |l ow tide counts of wading birds on mud
saftesaccessi ble vantage point was relatively |l arge (ofte
hi glower ed optical equi pment , it is possible that some w
corner of the Survey Areda; mapyurhacel gohy s makdleicdrsipseci e
al pinaThis is taken into account when drawing conclusio
Area to these speci esnadnmi tpiogetnitdamli i nrpalcatsinotn. t o the Pr

Breeding Bird Survey

391 Due to |l ogistical considerat-i®npaadsmccat AECOMt hrebdi BQ:?
visiftini shed after 11:00 hours, when activity by birds (
Site annd cllaonsde iproxi mity to the Site were always survey
bird activity, with the grassland in the west of the S
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Proposed Development) typical styreveayveysdtt oNllrdsuewndy of
by 12: 00 hours and this is therefore not considered a s

Water Vole Survey

392 Ful | sbr5vewasofconstrained by the dense vegetation. Howev
recordethdvist hh. As such, the restricted visibility is nc
recommendati ons made within the report regarding use of

Qual i1ty Assurance

393 Al'l AECOM Ecol ogitdites siumwely\wenddtrwitdture i 8igt ¢ hi s report are r
appropriate level, of CIEEM and follow their code of pro
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4. Bas
De s k

Designated

St at uDesi
4.1

usitnlpe met hod 8est3doodhedhsiesmsmMease are also presented n
Vi.4 (Appendi x A).

42 The desk study identified nine internationally designat

43 The desk study altsiooniadlelnyt idfeiseidgnoanteednasi te within 2km of
as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (sssl), whi ch
particular interest to science duccontoaitrh.e rare species

44 Detailed accounts of the wintering bird features contri
Mar shes SPA and Ramsar are provided in the AECOM Winter.
results tables id Appeundis 6f Detabreeding/ summer bird
designations are provided in the AECOM Breeding Bird Su
Tabl4e I nterdesignatkyd sites for nature ¢hrs&Sivation ocC.
Designation Reason(s) for designation Closest point to Site

Tabl4eandabl®&et ail

el 1 ne Condi

Study

Si

ygnati ons
t he

t es

statutory

natur e

t 1

conservat.i

Medway Estuary
and Marshes
Ramsar

Nationally scarce plant species including sea barley, curved hard-grass
and sl e n dear Intdrmatiorealfy fnportant assemblage of
wintering waterfowl and waders. Internationally important populations
of migrating waders including grey plover and redshank. Internationally
important populations over over-wintering waterfowl and waders
including dark-bellied brent goose and shelduck.

Immediately south of Site
+ small part within Site
crossed by submarine
cable horizontal
directional drilling (HDD)
90m north-east of Site

Medway Estuary
and Marshes
SPA

Internationally important breeding populations of waders and waterfowl
including avocet and little tern. Internationally important over-wintering
populations of waders and waterfowl including avocet, dark-bellied
brent goose and pintail. Internationally important over-wintering
assemblage of waterfowl and waders.

Immediately south of Site
+ small part within Site
crossed by submarine
cable horizontal
directional drilling (HDD)
90m north-east of Site

Thames Estuary
and Marshes
Ramsar

Nationally scarce plant and invertebrate species. Internationally
important over-wintering assemblage of waterfowl and waders.
Internationally important populations of migrating waders including
redshank and ringed plover. Internationally important populations of
over-wintering populations of waterfowl and waders including dark-
bellied brent goose and grey plover.

4km north-east of Site

Thames Estuary
and Marshes

Internationally important over-wintering populations of waders,
waterfowl and raptors including marsh harrier, avocet and black-tailed

4km north-east of Site

SPA godwit. Internationally important over-wintering assemblage of

waterfowl and waders.
Queendown Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous 9.2 km south of Site
Warren SAC substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (*Important orchid sites). The site

hosts the priority habitat type
important assemblage of rare and scarce species including the early
spider-orchid, burnt orchid and man orchid.
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Designation Reason(s) for designation Closest point to Site
The Swale Nationally scarce plant and invertebrate species. Internationally 9.3km south-east of Site
Ramsar important over-wintering assemblage of waterfowl and waders.

Internationally important populations of migrating waders including
redshank and ringed plover. Internationally important populations of
over-wintering waterfowl and waders including dark-bellied brent goose
and grey plover.

The Swale SPA Internationally important populations of over-wintering waterfowl and 9.3km south-east of Site
waders including dark-bellied brent goose and dunlin. Internationally
important over-wintering assemblage of waterfowl and waders.

Benfleet and Internationally important populations of over-wintering waterfowl and 10km north of Site
Southend waders including dark-bellied brent goose and knot. Internationally

Marshes SPA important over-wintering assemblage of waterfowl and waders.

Benfleet and Internationally important over-wintering assemblage of waterfowl and 10km north of site
Southend waders. Internationally important populations of migrating waterfowl

Marshes Ramsar and waders including dark-bellied brent goose and grey plover.

Tabl®Nati ohemdilggnated sites for nature conservation | ocat
Designation Reason(s) for designation Closest point to Site
Medway Estuary The Medway Estuary and Marshes SSSI form the largest area of Immediately south of Site
and Marshes intertidal habitats which have been identified as of value for nature + small part within Site
SSSI conservation in Kent. The area holds internationally important crossed by submarine
populations of wintering and passage birds and is also of importance for cable horizontal
its breeding birds. An outstanding assemblage of plant species also directional drilling (HDD)
occurs on the site. 90m north-east of Site

Novwtatutory Designations

4.5

Tabl@nd Figure V1.d3t(@aAd pstinadtiaxtmry nature conservation de
by the desk study wusi nget thdoofmetthhiosd adsessecsrsinbeendt .i nThe desk
one RSPB (Royal Society for the Protection of Birds) Re
no-atatutory designatfi opnasr tciccwdrairng nareeaessto f or birds and

Tabl@omrtatutory designated sites for nature conservatio

Closest point

Designation Reason(s) for designation to Site
Nor Marsh and A saltmarsh island in the Medway Estuary supporting large numbers of 1.8km south-
Motney Hill RSPB wintering waterbirds including dark-bellied brent goose, shelduck, pintail, west of Site

goldeneye, avocet and grey plover.

Protected Species

46 Review of MAGI C identified Natur al Engl and European Pr
thatphadi heish ygranted within 2km of the Site as foll ows:
- Great crested ne®024)icéonmce damapgdbng a breeding
damagi ngédesnrof a resting pl awestapefr otxhanaSietl g; 6 (
- Great crested n2@tt8)i tencedamaglidg a resting plac
west of the Site (approximately 100m east of the
- Great crestedOf2Wi5)i tencehé2destruction of a re:
1km north of the Site; and
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4.7

- Great crested newt Il icence (2015) for t he d ama
approximately 1.4km northwest ofwetshe o$idirdiee( Omptho
Cabl e Route).

Data obt aKeretd dnd mMMedway Biodiiveéestiitfyi Recoedser €endfr enume
and/ or notable species wi tApipre n2kinx iobfc Ituhdei nSg:t e (as | iste

- Three plant species i nclINHRA Aoxcnt Se0c0t6i oinn cd4llu dao fn gt
sal t mar shhu gaoiarses!l I(i )a; fascicul at a

- Four invertebrate species included on Section 41
t i glecrai(j@a;

- Amphibians and reptiles comprisi Z@t@rcaatyiorn e@atread
sl ow vorgmi(s )f rmagi Ilgir aNsast rsinxa khee I(vet i ca

- Numerous bird species including species I|listed o
Schedule 1 of the Wi ldlife and Country€iRCe Act 19
Act 2006, the BoCC Red and Amber l'ists and the

species contributiomfg itmot etrhneatd eosniagnayt idoensi gnat ed ¢
the desk study, and nightingale (fwitWwhknrecnhtha Spec
Biodiversity Action Plan 1997);

- At least eight bat species, all of which are full
Act 1981 (as amended), and including species |is
Records i ncllluodweidn gt hreo ofsot s :

A A br ownealreng Pdeaetcot{us) ahuirbegrumsati on roost at
approxi matel wekt8lom $het S5ite (1.2km south of t
and

A A maternity roost Epsedi dys )seemotmmens( pi pi St r
(Pipistrellus popiahoRippipstsntelelldxamyg glmaeews | ong
eared bats, appr owesnatoefl yt hbek nSintoer.t h

- Other mammals including badger and numerous reco.l

- Japanese KkReoytnweuetdr i(Ja, hjiwcpho niitecasai meni nvasi ve speci e:
on Schedule 9 of the Wi ldlife and Countryside Act

Habi t at s

Baseline Habitat Types

4.8

The habitaasdreiericbaud i ons within tAaebBaAangdhawa sommhaguse
V11, Appendi x \olannkecioh oglyéd Repbirmi nary Ecol ogical Apprais
habitats, along with habitats of ecologicalb5.indaebietsdt ad
areas are approximate and only compr iatee dh atba rtgets rmpateesse
provi degpeindi x E

49 Note that the redline boundary for the Site also includ:
t he wwerstth corner of the Site. This comprises hoasadtandin
Devel opment
Tabl#?&Habitats present within the Site during the 2019 AE
Habitat Description Area % of

(ha) the
Site
Hardstanding Six circular concrete bases formerly underlying oil storage tanks covered much 1.37 22.1
of the Site. A tarmac road surrounded the Site perimeter (partially outside the
Site boundary). A concrete sea wall was present in the south-west corner.
125 20.2
Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM
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Hardstanding access road extending westwards from the north-west corner of
the Site.

Bare ground Interspersed between the circular concrete bases and bordered by semi- 1.39 226
improved grassland; often covered by sparse ephemeral vegetation.

Neutral semi- A grassland bank around the edge of the Site (enclosed by the perimeter 0.96 155
improved grassland  road), with additional patches adjacent to the circular concrete bases within

the east and south of the Site, and in the south-west corner (adjacent to the

sea wall).

Scrub Encroached onto the grassland bank around the Site boundary, (particularly 0.70 114
along the western and eastern boundaries).

Marginal vegetation ~ Small patches adjacent to hardstanding and surrounding the pond in the 0.28 4.6
south-west corner of the Site.

Standing water One small pond in the south-west corner of the Site, bordered by marginal 0.01 1.1
vegetation.

Flood defence sea The perimeter fence atop the concrete sea wall forms part of the southernmost 0.03 0.5
wall part of the Site (only crossed by the submarine cable via horizontal directional
drilling (HDD))

Intertidal 7 A small area of intertidal shingles/cobbles forms part of the southernmost part 0.05 0.8
shingles/cobbles of the Site (only crossed by the submarine cable via horizontal directional
drilling (HDD))

Intertidal i mud/sand A small area of intertidal mud/sand forms part of the southernmost part of the  0.07 1.1
Site (only crossed by the submarine cable via horizontal directional drilling

(HDD)).

410 Habi tretcomwdedi n atrhee dSeistcer i bed i n detail bel ow.

Hardstanding (J3.6)

411 The centre of the Site contai neundserxl yciinrgc udialr sctoonrcargeet et «
(TN1). These were interspersed with bare ground, smal/l
east of thiem@Bridwedd segmassl| and.

412 The Site was surrounded by a peritnheet eSi treo afdr o(nPlaatdei t7c)h (
east. A fenced concrete seawewatl |c owanse rproefs etnite i Si tteh,e bseoy
intertidal mudfl ats within the Medway Estuary.

413 The8ite also includes an existing aeccnesarstshir oadr eat eafli nige
This comprises hardstanding and is not to be altered wi
Bare ground (J4)

414 St ony ground covered the majority of |l and between the ¢
to marggetadtivon in places. Much of this -Isytionngy vgergoeut md iwa
and shallow ephemer al pools formed fe2020wi ng heavy rain
Semi-improved grassland (B2.2)

415 Semimproved grassland colwerkbdnk henommmpmasdiyngoft hte Sit e
peri meter road), with various gr agssa®sspeiceineast hieryculmodeil nagt i a
a sward height of approxi mat el ySnlyOrcnm u(mP |ga tuesaad )rf ur(nefTcNwie n t
alonthis bank, and grassland along the bank succeeded t
around hardstanding and bare ground wi tweisn tchoea nRirt eef( RI
Site.

Scrub (A2)

416 Patches of scrub gweasslparedealtong tthien bank around the ed
by dense Poubaunsb Iferafd g.c)osUBN5) .

Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM

36



GridLink Interconnector

4.17

4.18

4.19

4.20

421

4.22

4.23

Standing water (G1)

A small pond (referred to as P17 i nweRsPtS croerpmeart sof wahse pSie
110 TN7). This was encroached onto/bordered by marginal \
reeRlhr(agmi te$.australis

Marginal vegetation (F2.1)

Mar gi nal vegetation surraoesdedotrmerporidtihre ctSing as giPthlgt e
abundant common reed as well as varirowssBos(bodgehodrrCas ex
mar i t)i, masnd was al so present in smaller patches adjacent

Fl ood def ealcle c&a. W)

A concrete seantwaild twae Sipaetshebet weke t he Medway Estuary

habitats. Atop the concrete sea wall was a steel and wi
Intertidal sh{Hgl2s/ cobbl es

A small area of shingles/eobdbhewawhswiprispandhaerotMe dovlay E !
amrea of intertidal mud/sand (Plate 15).

Intertidal mud/sand (H1.1)

The Site exMeearAd g\Wd to8 grhiengs wWIMHMWS) t he MedWayt lEestau@utyh of

intertidal sihamgdreesd cofbbilretserti dal mud/ sand (Pl ate 15).

Habitats adjacent to the Site

Adj acent twee twiedeSri taereas of hardstandianogdi(armetf ebrarreed gtroo uan:
D6in RPS reports) east{Pbatehé?2diefy®Moswrhal &lrhgr ger expanse
grassland within an encl poewedrase @ bffom@mhasthy t3mMpt ENO hdal
mudf wates present dpmproacti matefl ythe Site(PWiatkbi A4Pamid&ldad) C

Plate 6. Hardstanding comprising circular concrete bases | Plate 7. Eastern portion of the perimeter road encompassing
formerly underlying oil storage tanks. the Site (extending into the Site in places).

Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM
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of the Site.

Plate 9. East-facing semi-improved grassland bank along the
Site boundary (adjacent to the perimeter road).

Plate 10. Semi-improved grassland towards the south of the
Site.

- Voodns e SoE A 4
Plate 11. Marginal vegetation and standing water (P17) within
the south-west corner of the Site.

Plate 13. Large expanse of grassland approximately 40m east
of the Site within an enclosed area formerly comprising power
station ash lagoons.

Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited
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Plate 14. Damhead Creek, located to the north of the Site, | Plate 15. Intertidal mudflats within the Medway Estuary
containing intertidal mudflats (photographed at high tide) | (forming part of the Medway Estuary and Marshes SPA and
(forming part of the Medway Estuary and Marshes SPA and | Ramsar) within the Offshore Cable Route, immediately south
Ramsar). of the Site.

Priority Habitats

424 The Site contains standing water (in the form of P17),
Sectdbnof the NERC Act 2006 and is subject to a Habit e
Bi odiversity Action Planabticeati copvreuppplo®x7?7mat Ehiys Oh C

Al t hough this habitat | saketstaamdaitrug awa twean eirs fperaddiurceced b
in a depression since the demolition of tlley foulneectKithg
drying out in periods of dry weather, it is stildl consi
UK BAP Action Plan Priority;, Huadtiakhlty Deyschbe¢eipn g ceseddr byo
Sectd.op4b

425 The redline boundary of the Site also contains a smal/l
Principal I mportéahcef unide r NGt Ailsnese D060 a Habitat Act i
the Kent BAP (Kent Biodiversit.y TAce ihoanb iPtlaatn iSst eperre snegn tGrs
wall within the Medway Estuary and covers approximately

the Medway Estuary and Marshes SPA, Ramsar and SSSI

426 Brownfield habitats within the Site (specifically spar
reference to the criteria for identif yDenvge ltchpemehmtb iGraou nQd
(OMH) (JNCC, 2010hb) ; a habitat of Principal Il mportance
habitat within the Site had certain characteristics of
scal e structtwr able vaoidatdieane)d

427 Habitats of Principal Il mportance under the NERC Act 20
within the Kent BAP are present adjacent to the Site: s
withaméelthfe Wi der Kingsnorth Power Station Site within RF
D6, approximately 10m east of the Site); and intertidal

Estuary, appPpmorbmahebfnddBhesSitlhhamf StmhesoSiitte respectivel

Protected and Priority Specie

Pl ant s

The $SAELOM & RPS survey dat a)

428 During the Phase 1 habitaa ssnuarlvlieys euchtdigornb adefd nsgebrgis RP& nd a
sout h Diffoephesite t)hatdbeapwai al to support uTnhciosmnmwans p | ar
therefore considered duri ng os uubnsceogmuneonnt psluarnvte yssp e cHoewse vvee

5 http://data.jncc.gov.uk/data/dec49c52-a86¢-4483-90f2-f43957e560bb/UKBAP-BAPHabitats-42-Ponds.pdf [Accessed 13 May
2020].
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withhins aerlesee whrerteh@wittehidnuri nghatiet #thaser vey undertaken
t hteot anical surv&®&pPSundertaken by

Rel evant Wi der Kingsnort h( PRhSvesurSteyw i dbant &S)i t e

429 RPS identified five Areas within the Wider Ki ngsnorth
uncommibantp species. Uncommon plant species reRP$ded wit
botanical survey Tabt ®wedowlkeitlagt eplai ®neshore Cabl e Route
t o hpoteenti alupport uncommon plant species, No uncommon

the Onshore Cabl e Rout e.

Tabl@PIl ants with rarity status rteéc dProdved vBittaltiimnt iSd tWi d enr

2019hb)

Scientific name Common name Abundance (using Proximity to Site Status
DAFOR criteria)

Filago vulgaris Common cudweed O At least 380m east of the Site NT

Hordeum marinum  Sea barley F At least 150m east of Site S41, NS, VU

Inula crithmoides Golden samphire  F At least 150m east of Site NS

Lepidium latifolium  Dittander R (only four individuals) At least 150m east of Site NS

Spartica maritima ~ Small cord-grass D At least 150m east of Site S41, NS, EN

Regarding 6statusé of rarity status plant species reco

NT: IUCN Red Data Book status Nationally Threatened
EN: IUCN Red Data Book status Endangered

VU: IUCN Red Data Book status vulnerable

NS: Nationally Scarce

S41: NERC Act 2006 Species of Principal Importance

430 Gol den samphire (Fregmuaexang )( o rsamatl )] were both found al
the saltmarsh in Area 3. Whil st the RPS Ecology Survey
species, it stategetlhraetcobadted sap ®enigeds hw maj ority of the
within Area 3, which is approximately 150m east of the

431 Common cudweed (Occasional) was recorded at a single sm
shroel i ne t owaweast tdfe Aroea h3. Whil st the RPS Ecol ogy Surve
|l ocati on;wetsie cmomter of Area 3 is approximately 380m eas

432 Dittander (Rare) was rercoumedbeéetnwalésttulhd edli wastt eagk and
area. Whilst the RPS Ecology Survey Report does not map
species was at |l east 150m east of the Site.

433 Sea Barley (Frequent) wassrapprdeidmanelAy eda58m(ehstchof t
point) and was considered |ikely to be present througho

| nvert e(bRPAS essur vey dat a)

The Site
434 The invertebrate scoping suUMayrey2uhYeroakaent hgt BP&Skiotna t9s

were of relatively | ow value for invertebrates. Habitat
deemed to potentially support only &a narureoworsadge odf dirr
stressed ephemer al euxegheatdattiionmé h(a&P 8eovt@ Oya P b)) . No notabl e

species were recorded within the Site during ecology su
out the Site for further pdéeteahiblireadu nscuornvreoyni sigre wdeurets etbor aittes

Rel evant Wi der Kingsnorth Power Station Site
435 Habitats el sewhere wi t hin t he Wi der Ki ngsnorth Power
(approxi matewegstlkmf noheh Site) and Parcel 4 (approxi mat
separated from ther8lekewdrye Diagndore eichftiiead | §s supporting a

Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM
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invertebrate assembl age, with suitable habitats includ
embankments and tall ruderal vegetasiomm@atanmapgpBpargi @ssi
of Prilndimpowittéeaméeée i on 41 of the NERC Act 2006) .

Great Cr es(tRRRIS Nseuwtvey dat a)

The Site

436 A single pond was recorded within the Site (P17). HSI a
suitability ¢moestepgtor(tHSdr esactor e: 0.53). Subsequent eDNA
returned a negativeabsentégreatdicnesngd| nket g.

Rel evant Wi der Kingsnorth Power Station Site
437 Two additional waterbodies were recorded within 250m of
within 250m of the Onshore Cabl e Rout e.

HS I Assessment

438 HSI aseessmesults for the four waterbodies wietl leivlmntclee Wi
to the Proposed Developmeh®ebow $ummari sedRPS (2019b) ) .

Tabl®019 great crested newt HSI assessment results for
the Onshore Cable Route (RPS, 2019b)

Waterbody reference HSI score Habitat suitability Approximate Approximate distance
(as defined distance from
in RPS, from Site Onshore
2019b Cable
(Figure 2.2)) Route

D5 0.52 Below average 1.0km west 100m west (40m south-

west of sub-station)

D6 0.70 Good 10m east 180m east

D7a 0.84 Excellent 320m south-west Within Onshore Cable
Route

P2 0.67 Average 250m north 270m north

eDNA Survey
439 eDNA survey of P2 returned a positive result. A single
found to contain great crested newt (see Plate 16 below

440 eDNA survey of D5, D6, D7a returnedcdcre@dtigveatesuletss edi |
these waterbodies.
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Pl altéee Great crested newt survey results 2019 (RPS, 2019t

Popul aMoinoint ori ng Survey

441 During the population monitoring surveogf offi vRe2 gurnedaetr tcarkes

newts rwecroer ded dur i ng duotindgieto nn frsifesgyi n2g0 1 9 ) . Al l ot her su
retuconaedts of two or liees.sufhgreesdk ddwentprefsefnce of a 6si
crested newt within 250m of the Site. No great crested
no mention of further techniques used within the RPS re
442 |I't should be tnoPt2ed st hwaitt hwhni 12350m of the Site, Damhead C
(Pl ate 9). This constitutes a fundament al barrier to t
conditions. Taking account of terreetSiitad imso vtehreernaf aroeuts
from P2 by an approximately 700m distance of terrestria
P2 and the Site is suboptimal for great crested newt.
443 As such, great crested newt ims tcdendiedeareesd rliiak e layn dt & qluea t

the Site and the Onshore Cable Rout e.

Rept i(IRPPS survey dat a)

444 The results of the reptile survey undertaken by RPS in
arsummariieb2 el ow. Parcel 3 was not surveyed due to the
The |l ocations at which reptiles were r ecotr deendd aPlea tseh olwrin
bel ow, and full survey data are provided in Appendi x C
Tab2@019 reptile survey results summary for the Wi der K
Visit Parcel 1 (~900m [Parcel 2 (~750m |Parcel 4 Parcel 5 Parcel 6 All

NW of the Site) \W of the Site (~220m NW of  ((including the (~10m E of Parcels
the Site) Site) the Site)

SW CL GS |[swW CL GS SW CL GS |[sw CL GS*™ |[SW CL GS Sw CL GS

1 3 12 - 4 6 1 4 4 1 - - - - 1 - |11 23 2
2 4 11 - 3 6 1 1 3 - - - - - 3 - 8 23 1
Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM
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3 T 2 6 - l2 1 - |- - N
4 - 2 - 1 1 - |2 3 - |- - - - - - 13 6 -
5 1 8 - 4 2 - |1 1 - |- 1 - -1 - |6 13 -
6 3 8 - 1 5 - |12 10 - |- - - - 1 - |16 24 -
7 8 9 1 5 6 - |10 5 - |1 4 - - 3 - |24 27 1

Counts are for all life stages (e.g. adults, subadults and juveniles)

Abbreviations: SW = slow worm, CL = common lizard, GS = grass snake

** - three grass snakes were observed approximately 10m east of the Site boundary in the ditch adjacent to the
site during a separate species survey.

A

Reptilo specios
@  Grass Snake

©  common Lizard
® SowWom

Parcel 7 not surveyed - no access.

Project  Kingsnorth

Location of all reptile records
recorced on site during 2019

PIChocked By
MF

Pl alt7e Locati on

The Site

445 No artificial
However, appro
Onsh&€rmaé®dReut e)
RPS Ecol ogy Su
therefore used
much more exte

446 The Site conta
common I|izard,
earth (potenti
crevices andphb
SiteDG6e. d®17) i
(e.g. towards

Rel evant Wi de
447 Three reptile
common | izard

Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited

of all reptiberveyer RPSec@08&8byduring 2071
refugia were installed within the Site it
xi mately 140 refugia were installed in st
that was connected to potenti al reptile h

rvey Report (RPS, 2019b). These data from
to assessl és kehyt hseebasi $s heh&ti tief byepteiplh
nsive areas of surrounding suitable habit

ins suitable habitat (epgi |l g¢graspelcard, SEr
sl ow worm and grass snake. The bank al on
ally providing basking opportunities), CC
avrdwng suitable hibernation habitat. St a
s suitable for use by grass snake. Grass|l

the sout hi todbltedef & tege ilsy palrawcwdram.l y su

r Kingsnorth Power Station Site
species were recorded within the Wi der Ki
and grass snake.
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4.48

4.49

4.50

451

Wi

Three grass snakes weréyrdOor edactampmppr dxhiemeSti t e adj acent
paral l el to the Site boundary during a separate species
l1km from the Site. There are no significamt thher rliocrad i tow
at which a grass snake was recorded and suitable habita

Low numbers of common I|izard were recorded in grassl an:t
nearest of whi ch 7wars sempsrho xoif matthed ySi t e . There are no si
movement of common |izard between the | ocations at whic

the Site and the Onshore Cable Route.

The nearest record of75s0n w whoernm twaaksi nagt ilnetaostaccount bar:t

as Damhead Creek)Ihérematbden&i fendament al barriers to t
bet ween the | ocations at which they were recoded and s
Cabl e Route, although given the distance and quality of
the Sitbde aetdatively poor dispersal ability of this sp

considered to at besn @fondlaow wordmw popul atio

Due to the suitability of the site and the | ack of barr
to contain | ow populations of at anedaspotgernatsisa Islnya ksel oaw dw c

ntering Birds

20128019 KsR®vey) dat a

452 During the seven wintering bird survey visits undertake]
inclusive, a total of 43 species were recorded in habi't
protected and/orcootaeth)] eabkpegi sthethe peak counts for
Tab2Mel ow. Ful l details are provided i,n 2tOhe& )RSK Wi nter

453 For the purposes of analysing use of the survey area by
four areas (defined in the RSK Winter Bird Survey Repor
and Onshore Cablien Riolue eOfafnddh owrie hCabl e Route (O0Kingsnort
Hoo FIl atsd), Damhead Creek (north of the Site and Onsho
Site and Onshore Cable Route (6KingsnortiheHeaxchkatsba) o
Damhead Creek) included within the Survey Area02Gat was
Tab2kESummary of protected and/ or notabl e {2i0nwh nstpeerciinegs r e
bi rsdrvey (RSK, 2019)

Species Peak count Conservation

status

Kingsnorth Damhead Kingsnorth Kingsnorth
Near Shore Creek Hoo Marsh Hoo Flats

Mute swan (Cygnus olor) - - 4 -

Dark-bellied brent goose 89 141 110 257 NERCS41

(Branta bernicla bernicla)

Greylag goose (Anser anser) - - 50 14

Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) 200 225 132 132

Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) - - 24 2

Wigeon (Mareca penelope) 7 324 50 -

Gadwall (Mareca strepera) - 5 - -

Teal (Anas crecca) - 1,330 15 3

Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) - 2 - -

Red-breasted merganser - 2 - -

(Mergus serrator)

Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM
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Species Peak count Conservation

status
Kingsnorth Damhead Kingsnorth Kingsnorth
Near Shore Creek Hoo Marsh Hoo Flats

Oystercatcher (Haematopus 1,320 60 10 44

ostralegus)

Avocet (Recurvirostra 3 80 - ¢.100 BIRDS DIR.

avosetta) W&CA

Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) - 690 40 - NERCS41
Red list

Grey plover (Pluvialis - 15 - -

squatarola)

Ringed plover (Charadrius - 1 - - Red list

hiaticula)

Curlew (Numenius arquata) 30 83 6 8 NERCS41
Red list

Black-tailed godwit (Limosa 145 210 - 165 W&CA

limosa) Red list

Turnstone (Arenaria 1 2 - -

interpres)

Dunlin (Calidris alpina) c.512 1,090 - -

Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) - 6 - -

Redshank (Tringa totanus) 20 350 4 10

Spotted redshank (Tringa - 2 - -

erythropus)

Greenshank (Tringa 1 7 - - W&CA

nebularia)

Black-headed gull c.50 42 26 €.300

(Chroicocephalus ridibundus)

Common gull (Larus canus) 1 2 - 2

Herring gull (Larus 3 12 1 6 NERCS41

argentatus) Red list

Lesser black-backed gull 3 1 2 -

(Larus fuscus)

Great black-backed gull - 2 - -

(Larus marinus)

Red-throated diver (Gavia 1 - - - BIRDS DIR.

stellata) W&CA

Little egret (Egretta garzetta) 1 2 1 - BIRDS DIR.

Marsh harrier (Circus 1 2 1 - BIRDS DIR.

aeruginosus) W&CA

Hen harrier (Circus cyaneus) - 1 - - BIRDS DIR.
W&CA
NERCS41

Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited
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Species Peak count Conservation
status
Kingsnorth Damhead Kingsnorth Kingsnorth
Near Shore Creek Hoo Marsh Hoo Flats
Red list
Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) - 2 - - BIRDS DIR.
W&CA
Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) - 1 - 1
Peregrine (Falco peregrinus) - - 1 - BIRDS DIR.
W&CA
Skylark (Alauda arvensis) - 160 - - NERCS41
Red list

454 The remaining species recorded by RSK were common and

Greénst, as -naetlilveass preccn es.

455 Figure 3 of the RSK Wintering Bird Survey report identi

tideobsyt shel duck and oystercatcher.

\

456 I n addhig i RAK Wintering Bird Surveyouitde mtei ftiheed &fhe fbooluln
relrevee to the Proposed Déveladpumento awi nheirngng protect ed

species:

- Intertidal mudfl ats within the south of the Surv
within the Medway Estuary and Margmnhdd c@mA anudnbRa
waterbirds including species contributing to the
Mar shes SPA and Rlaenslaired ebmgentdag&kose, shel duck, (
dunl in).

- Grassland within the wedt bygf sipei Sucary Auvmber s s

including species contributing to the designatio

and Ramsar -b(ed.ldg.eddadrlent goose, shelduck); and

- I ntertidal mudfl ats within Damhseiagdn iCrieceakn t( nnow nibhe re
waterbirds including species contributing to the

Mar shes SPA and Rbelkslaired ebgentdag&ose, shel duck,

l apwing, dunlin, redshank) .

20120020 (AECOWey) dat a

457 During the 12 wintering bird survey visits undertaken b
inclusavtot al of 60 swiediihems Swe n(ebyr esrpeaadieedls at | ow ti de,
high tide). A summary eofs ppercoiteesc treedc oarndde/do ru sniontga btlhe Sur v e

peak counts for thesdabdpPeileow. Surpregvimhed eéawd2- provi dec

V313 within Vol umei Wi rEtceorl iogy BRierpdbg.t Ful | Aspuprevnedyi xd a a ar

TabkP2Summary of protected and/ or notable bir802@ecies

wi nt ebi rsdgvey

Species Peak Date of Description Conservation
count peak status
count®
Avocet 4 05/12/19 Infrequently recorded foraging on intertidal mudflats within BIRDS DIR.
(Recurvirostra (LT) the south-west of the Survey Area. Also recorded foraging e ca
avosetta)

5 Low Tide = (LT), High Tide = (HT)
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Species Peak Date of Description Conservation
count peak status
count®
in Damhead Creek to the north of (outside) the Survey Area.
Not recorded using the Site.
Bar-tailed godwit 3 12/11/19 Three individuals recorded roosting with oystercatchers at BIRDS DIR.
(Limosa lapponica) (HT) the foot of the sea wall (as described above).
Black-headed gull 56 09/03/20 Frequently recorded flying over the Survey Area (including
(Chroicocephalus (HT) the Site) and foraging/resting on intertidal mudflats in the
ridibundus) south of the Survey Area. Not recorded using the Site.
Cettibs waz2 23/01/20 Frequently recorded singing from reeds immediately (within W&CA
(Cettia cetti) (HT) 10m) east of the Site, with a second individual occasionally
recorded within the south-west corner of the Site.
Curlew (Numenius 47 20/11/19 Frequently recorded foraging on intertidal mudflats within NERCS41
arquata) (LT) the south (particularly the south-east, including the Offshore Rqq |ist
Cable Route) of the Survey Area. Not recorded using the
Site.
Dark-bellied brent 571 03/03/20 Large flocks frequently recorded foraging in two areas: NERCS41
goose (Branta (LT) intertidal mudflats towards the south-east of the Survey
bernicla bernicla) Area (within the Offshore Cable Route); and grassland in
the west of the Survey Area. Not recorded using the Site.
Dunlin (Calidris 39 05/12/19 Two groups recorded foraging on intertidal mudflats within
alpina) (LT) the south-east of the Survey Area.
Dunnock (Prunella 6 09/03/20 Frequently recorded calling from denser vegetation (e.g. NERCS41
modularis) (HT) bramble scrub) throughout the Site and wider Survey Area.
Gadwall (Mareca 7 24/02/20 Infrequently recorded foraging in grassland adjacent to
strepera) (HT) ephemeral pools in the west of the Survey Area. Not
recorded using the Site.
Greylag goose 17 09/03/20 Small flocks recorded foraging in grassland within the west
(Anser anser) (HT) of the Survey Area. Not recorded using the Site.
Herring gull (Larus 45 12/11/19 Frequently recorded flying over the Survey Area (including NERCS41
argentatus) (HT) the Site) and foraging/resting on intertidal mudflats in the Roq |ist
south of the Survey Area. Not recorded using the Site.
Kestrel (Falco 2 28/10/19 At least two individuals (1.1) frequently recorded resting,
tinnunculus) (HT) foraging and (on one occasion) interacting with each other
12/11/19 throughout the Survey Area. Infrequently observed foraging
(HT) within the Site.
Kingdfisher (Alcedo 1 24/02/20 One individual recorded perching on vegetation BIRDS DIR.
atthis) (HT) overhanging a ditch in the west of the Survey Area. W&CA
Lapwing (Vanellus 250 17/01/20 Infrequently recorded foraging in grassland in the west of NERCS41
vanellus) (LT) the Survey Area and on intertidal mudflats within the south- pqq |ist
east of the Survey Area. Larger numbers (max. 250)
recorded flying over grassland to the east of the Site. Not
recorded using the Site.
Lesser black-backed 1 Various  Solitary individuals infrequently recorded resting around
gull (Larus fuscus) and passing over the jetty within the south of the Survey
Area.
Linnet (Linaria 28 11/12/19 Infrequently recorded singing/interacting within the Site, NERCS41
cannabina) (HT) and frequently recorded flying over the Site and wider R4 jist
Survey Area.
Prepared for: GridLink Interconnector Limited AECOM
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Species Peak Date of Description Conservation
count peak status
count®
Little egret (Egretta 10 12/11/19 Solitary individuals were frequently recorded foraging BIRDS DIR.
garzetta) (HT) throughout the Survey Area, including an individual foraging
in the north-east corner of the Site. Small flocks (up to 10
individuals) were also recorded passing over the Survey
Area, and a roost comprising at least 30 individuals was
recorded approximately 500m north outside of the Survey
Area.
Mallard (Anas 16 23/01/20 Infrequently recorded flying over and foraging within the
platyrhynchos) Survey Area. Not recorded using the Site.
Marsh harrier 2 12/11/19 Frequently recorded hunting over grassland within the east BIRDS DIR.
(Circus (HT) and west of the Survey Area, and infrequently observed \ygca
aeruginosus) 11/12/19 hunting over the Site and immediately adjacent habitat. A
(HT) peak of two females were seen within the Survey area on a
single occasion with a single male on another Vvisit,
therefore, at least three individuals were recorded within the
Survey Area with an additional juvenile recorded
commuting westward along Damhead Creek.
Meadow pipit 15 28/10/19 Infrequently recorded within grassland and scrub in the
(Anthus pratensis) (HT) west and east of the Survey Area, including low numbers
using the Site.
Oystercatcher 200 12/11/19 Large numbers frequently recorded foraging on intertidal
(Haematopus (HT) mudflats, particularly within the south-east of the Survey
ostralegus) 23/01/20 Area (within the Offshore Cable Route). Large numbers
(HT) also frequently recorded roosting at the foot of the sea wall
approximately 180m south-west of the Site (20m from the
Onshore Cable Route). Not recorded using the Site.
Redshank (Tringa 61 05/12/19 Frequently recorded foraging on intertidal mudflats.
totanus) (LT) particularly within the south-east of the Survey Area (within
the Offshore Cable Route). Not recorded using the Site,
although infrequently recorded foraging in habitat
immediately west of the Site.
Reed bunting 4 09/03/20 Infrequently recorded from the east of the Survey Area,
(Emberiza (HT) including an individual calling from the south-west corner of
schoeniclus) the Site.
Ringed plover 1 05/12/19 One individual recorded foraging on intertidal mudflats in Red list
(Charadrius (LT) the south-east of the Survey Area.
hiaticula)
Shelduck (Tadorna 363 24/02/20 Large numbers frequently recorded foraging on intertidal
tadorna) (HT) mudflats within the south-west/south-east of the Survey
Area (within the Offshore Cable Route), and in grassland in
the west of the Survey Area. Not recorded using the Site.
Short-eared owl 1 12/11/19 One individual recorded resting in grassland approximately BIRDS DIR.
(Asio flammeus) (HT) 20m south of the Site (near the Offshore Cable Route).
Skylark (Alauda 24 28/10/19 Frequently recorded singing from grassland within the east NERCS41
arvensis) (HT) of the Survey Area, and occasionally singing/interacting Rgq |ist
within the Site.
Snipe (Gallinago 1 09/03/20  One individual recorded foraging/sheltering within the west
gallinago) (HT) of the Site.
Song thrush (Turdus 2 20/11/19 Infrequently recorded in grassland in the east of the Survey NERCS41
philomelos) (LT) Area. Not recorded using the Site. Red list
03/03/20
(LT
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4.58

4.59

4.60

Species Peak Date of Description Conservation
count peak status
count®

Starling (Sturnus 21 28/10/19 Small flocks infrequently recorded foraging within the south  NERCS41
vulgaris) (HT) of the Survey Area. Not recorded using the Site. Red list

Wigeon (Mareca 27 09/03/20 Infrequently recorded foraging in grassland adjacent to
penelope) (HT) ephemeral pools in the west of the Survey Area. Not
recorded using the Site. Larger numbers present on
Damhead Creek to the north of (outside) the Survey Area.

The remaining species recorded using the Site and wider

alclommon and widespread species included on the BoCC Gre
Branta c3gnadreegyyiesd p &t Wit dger uplaeasant an@o lfuembaa Ipiivgieao n
domes)t,i cvahi chhaatrievenosmpeci es and as such are not included
Il i sts. Two ot her protect edAnansd/ @nmeazmaht-talblil declds pged wist, , t\&e

infrequentl y r echutdendo)tf ltwsengua wery (Ar e a.

Use of habitats within the Site by wintering birds was

common and widespread species. Protecthed Sand&/ omcnd awwtdaekdl en:
harrier, skylark, Cettiodos warbler, dunnock and meadow p
The foll owing areas of the Survey Area were identified

and/ or notable bird species:

- I ntertidal mudf I(tag twictuH ia® dtyhh & h®ed stolue hSur vey Ar e:
the Offshore Cable Route) within the Medway Est
frequently wused by foragi nlgelwa teedr bhirredrst, goaasda,c u:
oystercatcheThanddjcairmienng sea wall is used as a
oystercatcher;

- Grassland within the west of the Survey Area: us
flocks of ®Heddgiendg bd@mk goose and sheldgck, and
mar sh harrier; and

- Grassland within the east of the Survey Area: fre

containing populations of various protected and
bunting). Also forms a c¢ommnuteierkg arnadu tt en eb eMevdeneary [E:
for protected and/ or notable waterbird flocks.

Breeding Birds
2019 GcRPS ey dat a

461 During the breeding bird survey undertaken by RPS in 20
Wi dérngs Poweh St a6 omf Swhiech were considered to be bree
the case ®ffursnwas )vwldgani al of 556 territories were reco
Power Station Site,; 89 of which (fromP8dcedifbe(wht chpean
the entirety of the Site). 114 territories from 28 diff
the western extent of the Onshore Cable Route). Ful I br
Ecol ogy Repovyey (RPS, 2019b), which also includes territo
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Pl aZle Territories of amber |l isted breeding birds recorde
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The Site

462 Several protected and/or notable bird species were r ec:(
over |l appitm@®i wéthas summarised below (where a species
protection/ conservation iss adascriabedowi telsi,ntthlee spatce @gar y
l evel of protection/conservation significance under | eg

Wil dlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) Schedul e
- little ri(Cdhad apgplirowemdubeusitory overl apping the
NERC Act 2006 Section 41
- lapwingne territory within the Site; and
- linnethree territories overlapping the Site.
BoCC Amber | i st
- mal l;arodne territory within the Site;
- oystercatocrheeroereril appyng the Site; and
- house mBektiohon) awarebitcaurnr i t ory overl apping the Sit

Rel evant Wider KingsgobDtah aPower Station

463 Protected and/ or notable bird species recorded breeding
andithin 250m of the Onshore Cable Route (within Parce
those overlapping with the Site as detailed above):

Wil dlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) Schedul e
- black r@#thesteaittur u)s: ocrhgtubemyls overl apping the Onshoc

NERC Act 2006 Section 41
- |l apwingne territory approximately 100m north of
territory with Parces$t 8titon tapp wesitmatfeltyhel Surh f
extene Ohshbre Cable Route;
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4.64

cuck@oacul us )canonreust erritory approximately 150m n

skyl:arnkik ne territories within Parcel 6 between 501
approximately 50m norRbuotfe,thedOhswsboterCablbei es

the west aft athen,subt approxi mat el ywe2s2t0 mo fwetshhe ar
Onshore Cable Rout e;

dunnoclone territory apywresexi mdt elhye B3 dm svhhutcth al s
the Onsher eRoGalk| and three territories on the
approximately 140m north of the Site (north of D:

l' i nnetwo territories adjacent to the Site, one
approximately 50mf wesheoff ohe $Setreitdries overl arg
Route and single territoweses appgré6f8mmabetp 406mt s
Cabl e Route.

BoCC Rk dt

ringed :plomweerterritory approximatel RoR2tldm north o

BoCC Amber I i st

greyl ag: gtowseterritori &s$O0amp pwesxi mdt elhye 0hG hor e C

shel ducokne territory approximately 80m north of
territory approximately 160m west of the Onshore

gadwaldne territory appr oOnisrhaotreel yCab4 &m Rwaiste;of t h
mal l;arodne territory approximately 150m west of th
oystercatorheerterritory overlapping the Onshore Ca

stock (olvemba) oennasey teppridwirmately 150m north of
Rout e;

kestomé t eirmmedirayt el yOmwselsdr eofCdlthlee Rout e;
meadow :piopiet territory overlapping the Onshore Ca

reed buntaimgngle territory appProei madelayppitd@immma
240m west of the Onshore Cable Route.

The remaining species recorded during the breeding bird
wi t hex chepotfi eknedged partridge, pheasant -noamd 6peal epigadna
such are not included on the BoCC Red, Amber or Green |

202(0AECOM survey dat a)

AECOMnderdalmrokedi ng bird survey betweé¢ps#Marchgawidi dol g 2 (
65 species weirtehirrectohra eplecvey Areadar d®d breeding or pot el
the Site and wider a%Seuwmenar Bekedw.i nFRRIOI2Osdr aegoudmata for
breeding species within téree Spr eApaghed dwiixdeG Survey Area

4.65

4.66

Th&ite

Several protected and/or notable bird species were rec:i
either whodJver lwayd jihmg e Site, as summari sed bel ow (wher e
of these protecti ocndtceognosreirevsa,t itome ssmeawises is described
the greatest | evel of protection/conservation significa

Wil dlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) Schedul e

Cetti 6s (Oeatrthilaerctwbtterri t ovi e sev drlaanppiengcr ub wi
Site (one-wens tt hceo rnnoerrt hofrt it eh ee aSsitteer,n olnceundary of th
t hat dense bramble is a favoured nesting habita
terrriiggso i dentified the most extensive areas of b
l'ikely that Cettids warbler nests were present wi
more than one female may breed witylitn atllee82t)er ri t
therefore, more than two Cetti és warbler nests c¢
close proximity to the Site.
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4.67

4.68

NERC Act 2006 Section 41

- cuckobhe Site was within (whi dhreraligorgowdr ead ctulce c
Survey ,Amwda)x h was r enonded eaisngoifmgt theursdarey dur i ngc
survey Vvisits. The Site contained nesevér of efavour
(Acrocepmltdlrpd) ewlsi ch provi-devopporemamniat i;eggf or cu

- skyl:ank territory within the centre of Site
- dunnoclone possible territory overl|l appiamgd with de

- Il i nnebne territorywewtit fciom nehe ofa uthkec osidt et, erwiittho
over | awpbhgmbl e scrubash tbeneoproh the Site, and
overl apping -wash tbenepbubh the Site

BoCC Amber | i st
- shel dook possible tevegetbatyed nstspray sgt gund overl
Site.

Low number s of ot her common and wi despread species
witthver | awpiptilmgt he Site:brhedamge spfechen were also been
foraging within the Site, inalhddim@adpmw @riptift .species su

Rel evantSuWivdeeyrDALt @a

Ot her protected and/ or notable bird species were recor
outside ofi tthihes ®i der Survey Area, as summarised bel ow:

Wil dli€eumandysi de Act 1981 (as amended) Schedule 1
- bl ack ri.edpbasthble terr600mywasttappfbaiBhatel
south of the Onshore Carallee Roeewtoe)o e db3ds renchhi ologu to n e
not recorded dquureinntg;, vaangyd tssu b s e

- Cettids: wanbkbl ererritory recorded ap@i eox inmatgealInyal 1k
vegetation adjacent to grassl amdpirmoxtimatwed gyt 2df0 m
of the Onshor.e Cabl e Route

NERC Act 2006 Section 41
- |l apwbnpossible terrwvegetyatiedd sptaomsyel ground ~160m \
and a second pogsiabbkbéandriintohy we@gprodxitrhaet eSluyr v
1. 3km west of the Site);

- skyl:ank | elasvteenr ri t ori esaspsleasredht vdgetgart ed stony ¢
throughout the Survey Area (particularly within
Ar ea)

- dunnoarke possi blsecrtagirprriotxd rmatied wes70mfsoaredth Site

- linmet | egsetrrtiwoories jnwbrambhe seawuwdst approxi ma
east of. the Site

BoCC Red | t

s
- ringed :pheverobable territory in vegetated stony
Survey appeadax(2adknelwest of t he aSirt ef)l,u sbhaesde df roonm as u
nesting hdMarah &@0©280but not recorded during any
BoCC Amber | i st
- greylag: gabskeast one territory present in grass
approximately 1.2kmrwestmaofel yhd568mt ewestppf t he
Route) ;
- shel ducdkne probabl e territory i n vegetated stor
approxi mately 200m west of the Site (approxi mat
Route) ;
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- mal l;arotneer r i t or yi tiyn otfhe& hwi cdiint ch i mmedi ately east
the Survey Area, approximately 1km west of t he
grassland in the west of the Survey Area;

- gadwabéssi bly br egrddassgl awidt hiim t hvee ywefsrnedaod pdmed Sur
surrounded by dense vegetati on-sitmamea ddinat(elty |secawtth
west of ;the Site)

- oystercaneherobable territorgetmatiearstamyg gpausne

150m west of the Site;

- bl akédaded:pgusilble terriwvemgieeatied spanwaéagly oand
the Survey Area, with | ow numbers (i.e. five or |

- kestfrredqgluenagi ng actiigvriasys losbnsde ravneddi ¢ tho my t dhreo Brud vwe
Area including Site (peak count: 4, including a
hunting ground within at | east one kestrel territ
present within the Survey Area;

- house masrmaln nesting cdl orptdompmpiasirsgt®wards th
of the western aspect of the bridge crossing Daml
the ;Site)

- meadow :ppbpstbly breeding in grasslanastwiothinhehe
Survey Area in relatively |l ow numbers (peak count

- reed bumne ngmossi ble territory in the ditch | mmedi
of the Survey Area (approximately 1km west of th
téh eastern end of the Survey Area.

469 Ot her notable swpegaasdevsckwdaerepecorded during the breed
potentially nesting i nhhSurevew Rlerreadb)yve ah ymlue rss def odt her ¢
and wreaedgpspecies have been recorded occApyangetefrnoor
breeding species have also been recorded resting and fc
such abebHbhrkd brent goose, whnatr s herddreeeat) ia@ o aand gr eat

470 In total, the 2020 AECOM breeding bird survey recorded
within the Survey Area, of which up to 14 were recordec
Specipaloltyect edyahdr drspetct es r extogmrdteidalblrye eldri emggd iomrg pwi t hi
wi der Survey AreanTab@ 8seunomd et 9eg¢ imaps for these specie
Fi guv4ay48wi t hi n 4Ecloumegy i Bepedting s .

Tab2@Summary of specially protected and priority specie
wi t hishi tteheand wider Survey Area during the 2020 breeding

Species Site Survey Area (including those within the Site)

Confirmed Probable Possible Confirmed Probable Possible

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) Schedule 1
Ce t warbles 2 - - 3 - -
Black redstart - - - - - 1
NERC Act 2006 Section 41

Cuckoo - - 1 1 - -

Lapwing - - - - - 2

Skylark 1 - - 12 - 4

Dunnock - - 1 - - 2
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Linnet 2 1 - 4 3 -

BoCC Red list

Ringed plover - - - - 1 -

BoCC Amber list

Greylag goose - - - Atleast 1 - -
Shelduck - - 1 - 1 1
Mallard - - - 1 - 1
Gadwall - - - - - 1
Oystercatcher - - - - 1 -
Black-headed - - - - - 1-3
gull

Kestrel - - - - 1 -
House martin - - - 3-4 - -
Meadow pipit - - - - - 1-3
Reed bunting - - - - - 2

Kent Red Data Book (KRDB3)

Reed warbler - - 1 2 - 1

Where species are subject to multiple protection/conservation status categories they are described in relation to the first
category only. Cuckoo, lapwing, skylark, black redstart and linnet are also included on the BoCC Red list. Dunnock is also
included on the BoCC Amber |ist. Gadwall, cuckoo, | apwidedg
within the Kent Red Data Book (KRDB).

BadgeRPS survey dat a)

The Site

471 Asingle badger survey was undertaken in June 2019 by
undertaking protected species surveying between April a
(RPS, 2019b) indicated the presé¢ésece &1 abad@&r bept ow) s awviot
edge of the Site. N os weetrhee rr esciogmndse do rwi ¢ ihg mt itrhge Si t e; h o
evidence of badger activity and the availability of for
within the Site. Note that the area of the foraging habi
the wider area.
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Rel evant Wi dethKPoagen Station Site Dat a

472 No setts were recorded within 250m of the Site or the Or
by RPS in 201%mariencod @letd om etehset enror tehdge of Parcel 4, app
north Saft et. opéNher confirmed active setts were recorded in
although a potentially active outlier sett was recorded
with several disused outlier setts.

473 Signs of badgerweaet icommon but widely dispersed, inclu
overl apping with Rohud eOnsTthdrse i @adblceat es t hat badgers f or é
within Parcel 4 .

Bat(sRPS survey dat a)

The Site
Roost Suit asbsineintty Asse

474 The roost suitabndertthykacRB8sisme2019 recorded no buil ding
the Site (RPS, 2019b).

Activity Survey

475 Gr assl ande wSitthd ni &« hpotentially suitable forqualkitby dfor a
foraging habitat is relatively smal/l The Site is also
winds), reducing its suitability for use by bats.

476 RPS wundertook five walked activity sSutravteiyonvi Siittes iof 20hle
RPS Ecol ogRe pSaurrtv e(yRPS, 2019b) showed that no bat regi st |
boundary, suggesting that bat seet iPViateswi2dhitom ©2Be b8il Dev)
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